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Welcome to our update mailer, which includes selected examples of recent BRIDGE convening’s
and concerns. The impact of Covid-19 on education continues to be a central concern, especially
in more fragile sectors such as Early Childhood Development (ECD) which are beset by a
number of challenges. But we also celebrate signs of hope, such as the vaccination rollout and
growing numbers of concerned educators making a difference.

Women's Month in August!
The month of August is marked as Women's
month in South Africa, with 9 August the day
celebrated as Women's Day. This year we
celebrate Women's Month under the theme:
“Generation Equality: Realizing Women’s Rights for
an Equal Future”.
On this day, we commemorate the bravery of the
more than 20 000 who marched to the Union
Buildings in protest against the extension of the
draconian pass laws and their impact on women.
August is particularly important because it is an
opportunity for civil society to shine the spotlight
on the challenges confronting women and profile
programmes and policies that advance women
empowerment and gender equity. With the
pandemic threatening to undo the gains of the last
two decades, issues of women's education, health
and the fight against Gender Based Violence have
become extremely urgent to effectively and
efficiently address. As an organisation which works
in collaboration with others in education , BRIDGE
commits to do everything it can to make sure that
children in general and girls in particular remain in
school and that in and out of school socioeconomic barriers are eliminated.

BRIDGE and Penreach STEAM ahead!
The STEAM subjects – Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics – are
recognised as providing foundational skills for 21st century education. They are also seen as
learning approaches that guide and promote critical thinking, problem solving and innovation.
Recognising their importance, BRIDGE and Penreach have partnered to start a STEAM Community
of Practice (CoP).
Penreach’s overall goal is to promote an exciting blend of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art
and Maths in Mpumalanga communities, and to build a hub for shared learning and experiences
around 21st Century learning areas. BRIDGE supports and enables this work by convening the
STEAM CoP and holding the space for practitioners to share lessons learned and best practice. The
CoP mobilises teachers, schools, ECD practitioners, parents and communities to support children
as they engage with these subjects.
Penreach, having recognised that the drivers of good learning outcomes in STEAM are interrelated
and complex, relies on an integrated approach that intends to bring about systemic change at all
levels of education. The STEAM CoP and the Shalamuka STEAM Centre are two of the ways in
which Penreach mobilises sector-based and community-based support for STEAM.
The STEAM CoP‘s inaugural meeting was on 5 May 2021 and was facilitated by Craig Johnson,
while the second meeting was on 23 June, facilitated by Hassiena Marriott. To keep up with
developments in the CoP, read the meeting highlights here.

ECD: Children and Covid-19
Advocacy Brief
BRIDGE ECD Project Manager, Thandeka
Rantsi, contributed to the Children's
Institute, University of Cape Town's
Children & Covid-19 Advocacy Brief. This
brief tracks the impact of Covid-19 on
young
children,
families
and
ECD
programmes, describes how the sector
responded to these challenges, and draws
on lessons learnt to identify opportunities
to enhance our response to, and prevent
the harsh consequences of, future crises.
Read more on the case to be made for the
strengthening of ECD programmes to
prevent immediate and long term harm to
young children, families and the ECD sector
here.

Scenario Thinking at the BRIDGE M&E CoP
Scenario planning, also known as scenario thinking, scenario analysis or scenario prediction, has
long been used by policy makers, business and social leaders to support long-term strategic
planning processes. Through using multiple perspectives to envisage alternate futures, decisionmakers can take into account a number of factors which may affect planning for future strategies.
Scenarios are especially useful in the context of uncertain times when rapid change is taking place,
both locally and globally.
The links between scenario planning and monitoring and (M&E) processes was the topic under
consideration in a recent BRIDGE M&E community of practice meeting. The ‘Post School Education
and Training Collaboration and Learning Opportunities for the Utilisation of Data’ (PSET CLOUD)
project provided the context for exploring the uses of scenarios and scenario planning
methodology. There are strong links between evaluative thinking, the use of indicators and
Transformative Scenario planning: an understanding of these relationships can be used to inform
programme planning, collaboration and decision-making in the PSET sector, or indeed in any
education sector. The Indlulamithi Scenarios 2030, launched in 2018 and aimed at promoting
social cohesion, were also used to illustrate various evaluative approaches and monitoring
methodologies that can be applied in educational planning.
The following presentations were given at the CoP:
The context: Post School Education and Training and the PSET CLOUD
programme Rooksana Rajab (JET Education Services)
Scenario planning methodology used to arrive at the PSET CLOUD scenarios
(REOS Partners)
Selecting indicators and data sources to monitor movement towards or away
from selected scenarios over time Tara Polzer Ngwato (Social Surveys)
To read the M&E CoP Meeting Highlights and access the presentations given, please
click here.
CoP participants then spent some time exploring the different kinds of indicators that can
be used in scenario planning, and the data sources for these indicators.

To Vaccinate or Not?
BRIDGE works with a number of school principals in the context of
our School Leadership focus area. In response to discussions held in
CoP meetings on the issue of vaccinations for educators, in August
2021 BRIDGE conducted a survey on attitudes towards the Covid-19
jab. The small-scale survey was limited to schools with which BRIDGE
has a direct relationship with through our programmes, and
garnered 513 responses from educators and support staff. The
results reflected a 74% to 26% split, with the majority in favour of
vaccination. Those who were hesitant or opposed to the vaccination
cited religion as the most common reason for their resistance,
although some views reflected conspiracy theories, myths and
misinformation.
As many grapple with the dilemma “to vaccinate or not”, we thought it would be interesting to
share some facts and figures on vaccinations in general, and on the progress that the country is
making towards immunising its adult population against the Corona Virus.
The vaccine rollout got off to a slow start: beginning in February, three months later than many
other countries, with just 157 vaccines administered on day 1 as opposed to 786 000 vaccines in
the United Kingdom on day 1. With a rollout besieged by setbacks such as the discarding of the
Astra Zeneca vaccine (because of reduced efficacy against the country’s variant dominant at the
time), and the halt in production of the Johnson & Johnson (J&J) vaccine (following a production
glitch at a US plant), SA took over 3 months (97 days) to reach a comparable figure of 745,532
doses.
Fast forward to mid-August and the picture looks considerably better: A total of 8 377, 606 doses
have been administered, which represents a daily average of 51 369; vaccine registrations are
open to those over the age of 35 years, and will soon be open to those over 18 years, and citizens
have access to both the single J&J jab or the Pfizer two jab vaccine.
The Basic Education sector has also contributed to this figure, with 437,386 of the target 582,564
(75%) educators and staff being vaccinated in the designated period before 9 July. Additionally, a
significant milestone was also reached on 19 July (5 months after the first vaccine) when we
reached the projected daily target of 200 000 vaccines.
Although the country is not yet on track for the target of 67% required to reach herd immunity by
December 2021, progress has been significant.
There is no guarantee that receiving the vaccine will keep you Covid-19 free, but it will enhance
your capacity to fight the disease, reduce its severity and the need for hospitalisation.
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