
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig Johnson, the project manager for this Community of 

Practice introduced Bobby Shabangu, a Wikimedia ZA board 

member and Lorenzo Newman, Program Manager at the 

Moleskine Foundation. Together the three of them lead CoP 

participants through a quick Wikipedia learning session which 

included a few quick activities. 

   Wikipedia is a multilingual online encyclopaedia based 

on open collaboration through a model of web-based content 

editing called wiki. It is the largest and most popular general reference work on the World Wide Web. 

It hosts about half a billion pages. We are all familiar with Wikipedia, however there is not a lot of 

information on Wikipedia about Africa and even less information in African languages. We need to 

take ownership of our role as Africans and start to decolonise education by creating more African 

content. Why should we only be consumers of education and not the creators? 

 

Participants were taken through a number of activities to explore Wikipedia more in order to become 

creators of content.  

6 DEGREES OF SEPARATION  

This activity showed participants that just by clicking on related links within a Wikipedia article, they 

can find what they are looking for. This showcases that Wikipedia's articles provide links designed to 

guide the user to related pages with additional information as well as how vast the Wikipedia world is. 

CREATE USER ACCOUNT  

Participants were guided through creating a Wikipedia account.  

SPOT THE MISTAKE IN THE WIKIPEDIA PAGES 

Participants went through an activity where they had to spot content errors in certain Wikipedia 

pages. They were then shown how to make an edit on the Wikipedia page in order to correct the 

errors.  

SETTING THE SCENE 

BRIDGE has recorded the usernames for 

participants. Please email BRIDGE if you 

have lost this and would like to retrieve 

it. 
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HOW CAN YOU USE WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT TODAY AND SHARE IT WITH OTHERS IN YOUR 

ORGANISATION?  

Afrika Tikkun – would like to use Wikipedia as a teaching tool in the younger grades, however they 

were concerned about literacy levels and whether this is the appropriate age level for this.  A 

suggestion was made that pictures or puzzles and oral 

citations. There were various suggestions from the CoP 

members, one of which was to record stories orally as well 

as take photos and upload these. Children are extremely 

creative and would like the opportunity to add information 

to the website. 

Future Nation Schools – is a project based school which is 

intentional about being African- this links well with what 

this CoP hopes to achieve by way of Africanising Wikipedia 

content. They are always interested in exploring digital 

ways to do things and interact with the world at large as 

the school already does coding etc. They want this 

philosophy to be carried through to other subject’s and to 

integrate Wikipedia usage into all their subjects.  

  

 Workshops/training opportunities update- this will be done in a group setting as resources are limited  

 Next workshop will be in early July 2019 

 October 5th Edit-a –thon event including Constitutional Hill, Moleskine, Afrocreation, Nandos, BRIDGE 

and many more. An Edit-a-thon is where people come together and add lots of new content to 

Wikipedia in a short space of time. 

 

UPDATES 


