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The following document details 1 of 7 innovative ideas as
shared by Arlene, a participant of the Axis Education
Forum 2016. Here, you will find: 
a) A brief discussion of education in the 21st century
b) Tools and strategies to help you empower learners in a
connected, technology‐rich society

Arlene spoke to the advent of a technology revolution in education.

She asked participants to consider what schools and universities

would look like in the future. In her conception, the schools of the

future will be marked by the following components: 

The democratisation of education 

As we move towards the future of education, democratisation will

aim at integrating and promoting higher social participation of

groups that are still disadvantaged – social groups which are remote

from education, elderly, migrants, disabled persons and even

learners who don’t hold matric certificates. This is already happening

to some degree through free or low-cost online learning and Massive

Open Online Courses (MOOCs). 

No learners or classes, peer to peer learning
Thanks to the advent of virtual and augmented reality, schools are

poised to become highly collaborative spaces. Instead of needing to

meet in the same physical space, learners could work on projects

remotely and interact through online platforms.

Practical education
Curriculums would be informed by knowledge from corporates in

the industry who would consider what skills are needed in the sector.

This would ensure lessons are more practical and grounded in

reality.



Online games/quizzes determine academic and career paths
Learners will be able to take an online test/quiz or participate in an

online game that groups them by interest and skill level, rather than

the current system of grouping them by age. This kind of intuitive

machine learning would help put learners on the right career path. 

The tech revolution needs teachers to lead it
Technology can't transform education on its own, it takes a smart

application of cutting-edge products to help learners learn. As the

world gets more technologically advanced, it's partly up to teachers

to make sure learners feel comfortable using the latest products

effectively.

For tools and strategies to help you empower learners in a

connected, technology-rich society, click here, here and here.
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