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INTRODUCTION 
• 2015 and previous NSC diagnostic reports 

• There is a strong correlation between reading skills of candidates and 
their inability to decode the requirements of a question.  

• All the subject reports point to poor language skills of numerous 
candidates are a major reason for under-achievement.  

• This adversely affects the ability to interpret questions and source 
material accurately, and to frame appropriate responses to questions. 

• incorrectly interpretation of the cognitive verbs,  

• responding to data response questions,  

• lack of competence in using and understanding subject-specific 
terminology and definitions  

• Inability to express knowledge of the subject,  

• a lack of understanding of the action verbs used in the questions 
inevitably leads to inaccurate interpretation of specific questions. 

 

 



Academic Literacy 
• Academic literacy may be defined as the complex of linguistic, 

conceptual and skills resources for analysing, constructing and 
communicating knowledge in the subject area (Warren, 2003).  

• According to Yeld (2003), academic literacy includes the ability:  
 to comprehend information presented in various modes;  

 to paraphrase; 

  to present information visually, 

  to summarise;  

 to describe (e.g. ideas, phenomena, processes, changes of state); 

 to write expository prose (e.g. argument, comparison and contrast, 
classification, categorisation);  

 to develop and signal own voice;  

 to acknowledge sources; and  

 to form basic numerical manipulations.  



ACADEMIC LITERACY: ICELDA 



What is the NCS GRADES R - 12? 
 

 

• The National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12 represents 

a policy statement  for learning and teaching in South African 

schools. 

• Replaces the two current National Curricula Statements: 

 

 - Revised National Curriculum Statement Grades R- 9; and 

 - National Curriculum Statement Grades 10 - 12 
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What constitutes the NCS? 

The National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12 

comprises the following: 
 

CAPS (Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement Grades R – 
12 in schools) National policy pertaining to the programme and 

promotion requirements of the National Curriculum Statement Grades 

R – 12. for each approved school subject as listed in the 
 

The policy document, National policy pertaining to the programme 

and promotion requirements of the National Curriculum Statement 

Grades R – 12.  

National Protocol for Assessment Grades R – 12. 
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What is the NCS? 
 

The purpose of the NCS Grades R - 12 is to: 
 

 equip learners, with the knowledge, skills and values 

necessary for self-fulfillment, and meaningful participation in 

society as citizens of a free country; 

 provide access to higher education; 

 facilitate the transition of learners from education institutions 

to the workplace; and 

 provide employers with a sufficient profile of a learner’s 

competences. 
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Principles Of The NCS 
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The NCS Grades R - 12 is based on the following 

principles: 

  Social transformation; 

  High knowledge and high skills; 

  Progression; 

  Human rights, inclusivity, environmental and social    

     justice; 

  Credibility, quality and efficiency; 

  Valuing indigenous knowledge systems; and 

  Active and critical learning. 
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Envisaged Learners  
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The NCS Grades R-12 aims to produce learners that are able to: 
 

 Identify, solve problems and make decisions using creative 

thinking; 

 work effectively as individuals and with others in a team; 

 organise and manage themselves and their activities responsibly;  

 collect, analyse, organise and critically evaluate information; 

 communicate effectively using visual, symbolic and language skills; 

 use science and technology effectively; 

 critically showing responsibility towards the environment and the 

health of others; and 

 demonstrate an understanding of the world as a set of related 

systems.  



ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
• Learners (in all subject areas): use listening, 

speaking, reading and writing skills to order and 
classify thoughts and information; and  learn the 
language appropriate to the subject.  

• Teachers (in all subject areas): address applicable 
language aspects in order to enhance learning;  

• model the language of their subject; and  

• lift up language skills or introduce related 
skills/concepts in their lesson, and integrating 
language and content.  

 



 
TEACHING LISTENING AND SPEAKING IN CONTENT AREAS  
 
• Asking questions appropriate to their level of English 

proficiency; 

• Elicit more language. In order to learn academic 
language, learners need to practice content language all 
the time.  

• Scaffold their speaking by asking leading questions. 
Instead of simple “yes" or “no” questions, ask questions 
that are interactive and meaningful.  

•  Model correct usage of the language. Instead of 
frequently correcting pronunciation or grammar, reaffirm 
the student’s idea and then restate using correct 
grammar and in context.  

 



ADDRESSING AL IN THE CURRICULUM 

• The features of academic conversation/group 
discussion In academic conversation, learners 
should be taught the following skills:  

 to come up with a topic/to initiate conversation;  

 to elaborate and clarify;  

 to support their own ideas;  

 to build on or challenge others’ ideas;  

 to apply ideas to life; and  

 to paraphrase/summarise.  

 



 
HOW TO TEACH ACADEMIC LITERACY SKILLS ACROSS THE 

CURRICULUM  

 LISTENING AND SPEAKING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM  

• Through effective listening and speaking processes 
and strategies;  

• Learners collect and synthesise information; 

• Construct knowledge; 

• Solve problem; and  

•  Express ideas and opinions. 

Critical listening skills enable learners to recognise 
values and attitudes embedded in texts and to 
challenge biased and manipulative language.  



EXPECTATION IN SUBJECT AREAS TO PREPARE LEARNERS IN TERMS OF 
AL 

HISTORY  

Listening and speaking Reading and Viewing Writing and presenting  

• Listen to teacher 
presentation  

• Talk in groups and predict  
• Listen to teacher give 

instructions  
• Report observations  

Compare observations 
with predictions  

• Draw conclusions  
• Summarise  
• Listen to speeches 
• Participate in 

constructive and focused 
debate through the 
careful evaluation of 
historical evidence 

• Collect information from 
different kinds of sources  

• Recognise that the kind of 
information collected from 
the various sources provides 
different perspectives on an 
event 

• Extract and interpret 
information from a number 
of sources  

• Select relevant information 
for the topic being 
investigated or from the 
question being answered 

• Making sense of information 
within its context 

• Writing for learning:  
 summaries  
 journal writing  
 logs  
 lists  
 notes from lessons  
 notes from small 

group discussions 
 brainstorming  
 responses to oral or 

written questions 
 developing questions 
 mapping, webbing  
 free writing/quick 

writing exit slips  



EXPECTATION IN SUBJECT AREAS TO PREPARE LEARNERS IN TERMS OF 
AL 

HISTORY  

Listening and speaking Reading and Viewing Writing and presenting  

• Participate in 
constructive and focused 
debate through the 
careful evaluation of 
historical evidence 

• Listen to documentaries  

• Evaluate the usefulness of 
sources, including reliability, 
stereotyping and 
subjectivity Identifying a 
stereotype 

• Identifying subjectivity  
 Recognise that there is 

often more than one 
perspective of a historical 
event  

 Explain why there are 
different interpretations of 
historical events and 
peoples’ actions  

 Analyse and weigh up the 
conclusions reached, or 
opinions about, events or 
people in the past  

• Writing to 
demonstrate subject 
specific knowledge  

 



 

 

THANK YOU 
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