
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact Thantshi Masitara at Thantshi@BRIDGE.ORG.ZA  

 

  

Some ideas to think about … 

 To what extent are our learners able to ‘look beyond’ their negative circumstances?  

What / what more can we do to help them do this?  

 What are we doing to make our learners aware of opportunities, e.g. bursaries, and 

the requirements for accessing them? What more can we do?  

 How can we do more to help our learners achieve good results?  
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The participants were: 

Pheziwe Mkhalane (8 distinctions and no subject less than 90%), plans to 
study towards a BCom in Accounting Science at Wits (named 2015’s top 
performer in a township school) 

Sigcinile Thwala (7 distinctions), plans to study chemical engineering at Wits 

Inam Makutu (6 distinctions), plans to study chemical engineering at Wits 

What message would you give to other learners? 
 It’s possible to overcome the challenges of an underprivileged environment and do well: aim high; develop self-

discipline and good study habits; stay focussed; keep motivated (e.g. set your own goals) and work hard.  

 How can you overcome the problem of unsuitable conditions for studying? (e.g. noisy, crowded home environment) 
 Stay at school till 6 or7 to work and study with a group; Go to the library after school and work/ study there with a 

study buddy; Go to sleep at 8 p.m. and wake later to study when the house is quiet.  

How do you feel about South Africa and the future?  

 Instead of focussing on problems, we need to recognise the good that is being done – Government is doing a lot 

for education, e.g. providing bursaries, building new school and libraries 

 There are opportunities, e.g. bursaries and tenders – but we have to study what is needed so we can grab those 

opportunities – and we have to work really hard 

 We must stop being the generation that expects to receive everything. We must not make being underprivileged 

an excuse for not achieving – there is a lot we can do, if we just stand up and start doing it for ourselves.  

“Now that Government 
has given us iPads, we can 

download whatever we 
need – we can get it all…” 

 

What role did your principal play in your success?  
 He convinced us not to let our circumstances limit us – and helped us 

see beyond them by sharing life experiences and giving advice;  

 He was constantly present, including during extra classes (in the 

afternoons, and on weekends), monitoring and motivating us. 

To find out more, listen to Wandile 

Makhubu, principal of Unity Secondary 

School, discuss their strategies for 

consistently achieving exceptional results 

(Leadership in Education, 11-01-2016) 

Leadership in Education Podcast 

Overcoming challenges with vision, commitment, hard work  

Adriaan Groenewald interviews a trio of high achieving matriculants from Unity 

Secondary School, Daveyton, about their success, their school and their futures 

(25-01-2016) 

What role did your teachers play in your success?  
 Our teachers worked hard for us to get distinctions; our school was from Monday to Sunday - there were no 

weekends, no holidays; the teachers were always there, teaching extra classes, making the sacrifice with us. 
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