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Setting the scene  

The Learner Support community of practice in the Western Cape was hosted by BRIDGE CoP member and 

Champion Ferial Parker of UCT’s Schools Development Unit. The small gathering of non-governmental 

organisations also working with learners heard from Paul Maree on the PaperVideo learner resource.  

 

Overview of discussion 

Organisations present began by sharing what each does and how they work in schools with the aim of 

improving learner performance outcomes. Through their participation in the BRIDGE community of practice, 

members were able to engage in a lengthy discussion around challenges with mathematics and science in 

disadvantaged schools and the teaching of both these subjects. Some of the challenges include: 

 Some schools in Khayelitsha are beginning to drop mathematics and science as subjects as these 

impact on school results and learner performance. 

 Learners are encouraged to and choose the easy option of Mathematical Literacy, but only realise in 

grade 12 how important the subject of pure maths are - then too late to follow their dream career 

field 

 Teachers leave huge gaps in teaching of Sciences CAPS as they only teach the parts of the curriculum 

which they are comfortable with 

 Many teachers not qualified to teach maths and sciences at grade 12 level, but are thrown in based 

on teacher-learner ratios at schools 

All were excited to hear from Paul on the possible resources they could take back with them to share with 

their schools. 

 

Overview of Presentation 

Paul Maree, one of the founders, presented on the Paper Video resource for matric mathematics learners. 

This resource can be used in a variety of ways including workbooks, dvds or accessed through a smart phone 

device. Each pack comes with up to 10 matric past papers, methods on how to solve for the problems as well 

as solutions. Paul discussed how the learner books are intended to be used as supplementary aids for 

learners. 
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- Host Ferial shared how the resource was used by the 100UP project’s gill net learners and that all of 

them passed mathematics in matric 2014  pointing to possible impact of the resource. 

- Attendees commented on the usefulness of the resource, even proposed more ways of utilising the 

resource. Members also saw the need that teachers also get to know the resource since many do 

not teach according to the CAPS curriculum as there are gaps for learners when they write exams. 

 

       Discussion 

 Long discussion emerged around the language of the resource. Issues include  

i) Paul raised that they are already looking at an Afrikaans translation, but 

ii) Cautioned against tanslating it into Xhosa as  learners write mathematics and sciences in English/ 

Afrikaans in the final NSC exams 

iii) How african language learners are further disadvantaged became a worrisome factor for all 

attendees 

 The proposal that the resource be written for grades 8 & 9s was raised, which Paul and his partner 

are already in the process of doing. 

 The meeting ended when Paul handed each one a copy of the resource 

 Paul mentioned how he was looking for more platforms to share his initiative as his resource is free / 

paid by affluent schools 

 Gilbert of SDU invited him to come and share at the Maths teacher meeting in Khayelitsha scheduled 

for next term and which will be co-ordinated by Desiree Timmet of StatsSA 

 Ferial proposed that he comes and do this at the next big BRIDGE meeting 

 

End of meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 


