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Maths and Science Learner Support Community of Practice 

Tertiary Access Focus Group Meeting  

15th October 2014 

Sasol Inzalo Foundation, Rosebank, Johannesburg 

  

The Thusanani Foundation founder Mukovhe Morris Masutha shared his organisations work with 

the Tertiary Access focus group. Zarina Khan acted as facilitator in this meeting.  

Organisation First Name & Surname 

    

BRIDGE Carlene Gonzo 

BRIDGE Melissa King 

BRIDGE Tshegofatso Thulare 

Facilitator Zarina Khan 

Institute for Balanced Living  Jenny Dry 

Maths Centre Incorporating Sciences Christopher Nyangani 

Maths Genius Leadership Institute  Edzai Zvobwo 

MerSETA Camilla Smith 

Molteno Institute for Language Literacy Freddy Nembahe 

PROTEC Seth Netsharota 

Sasol Inzalo Foundation Marietjie Vosloo 

Sci-Bono Discovery Centre Carmen Adams-Hoffman 

Thusanani Foundation Morris Mukovhe Masutha 

  

 

Thusanani Foundation provides hands-on guidance on accessing post-school study pathways for 

rural learners. Although the staff complement is relatively small, Thusanani uses a network of 

thousands of volunteers in institutions across the country to achieve its objectives. 

Since its creation in 2011, it has helped hundreds of students make their way from challenging 

contexts into post-school institutions.  The organisation’s main objective is to bridge the educational 

information gap between rural youth and their urban counterparts. Its founders hope that this will 

create an equal opportunity for all to access and succeed in institutions of higher learning and 

further education and training. In addition, it is anticipated that these educational opportunities will 

help to break the cycle of poverty by ensuring access and success in institutions of higher learning. 

Thusanani Foundation students receive support from “senior” students within higher education 

institutions in order to ensure that none fail to complete their qualifications due to challenges that 

could be tackled effectively early on. These students also receive sector specific and industry related 

skills development from Thusanani Foundation partners.  

 

 

http://www.thusananifoundation.org/index.html
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Noted here are the five pillars of this foundation’s work. The focus group was impressed by the 

manner in which all these elements are thought through and applied.  

 The High School Learner element of this work provides career guidance and mentorship to 

grades 8 and 9 prior to the subject selection phase of 

schooling. The Thusanani staff and volunteers are very 

explicit about the impact of subject selection on 

future career paths; this is an element of activity the 

focus group is concerned about and it is heartened 

that they have found a stakeholder addressing this 

issue among learners who need this information most.  

 Once students are ready to apply for 

university or TVET entry, the foundation helps learners 

complete application forms in ways that improve their 

chances of admission; in many cases submitting 

applications online on the learners’ behalf because 

there are no application fees levied on online 

applications. Morris noted that many students miss 

opportunities because they fail to complete forms 

correctly.  

 Thusanani Foundation makes a great deal of 

effort to link with providers of post school 

sponsorships. By using these links, the foundation has 

created a scholarship fund model that leverages external funding for deserving candidates. 

The foundation is fond of encouraging its students to “let their marks pay their fees”.  

 This focus group is very clear about the value added to student lives by on campus support. 

Thusanani Foundation applies this on an ongoing basis, particularly on the academic side, 

ensuring that they prevent learning issues that could result in new students dropping out.  

 The foundation’s final pillar promotes entrepreneurial and leadership development 

The Thusanani Foundation has reached over 35000 young people since 2011 in the Eastern Cape, 

Limpopo, the Free State and Gauteng in mainly rural and some township communities. Over three 

hundred youth have enrolled in ten different universities in that time.  

It is apparent that the Thusanani Foundation has well defined governance structures and a wide 

array of past and current partnerships with prominent organisations. While the organisation enjoys a 

great deal of support for its programmes, Morris noted that they are struggling to raise operational 

funding.    

The focus group lauded Thusanani Foundation’s work and encouraged Morris to join the community. 

A complete copy of the presentation can be downloaded here.  

Camilla Smith shared a brief update on the status of the Mapping subcommittee noting that the 

group is pulling a concept note of its goals for review in 2014.   

https://www.dropbox.com/s/7z0n146ootcftep/TertiaryAccessPresMorrisMasutha20141015..pdf?dl=0
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The Mapping subcommittee’s work now requires wide input from members of the wide maths and 

science community in order to ensure that the platform created by designers meets the needs of the 

community.  

On the name of the community it was agreed that the new name of the focus group would be 

selected by a survey after this meeting and confirmed in the first meeting in 2015. The two options 

are: 

 Pathways to post school focus group  

 Post school focus group  

The focus group agreed to conduct a survey prior to the next meeting which will be ratified then.  

After this meeting it was noted that the focus group members made the following recommendations 

for 2015:  

 More detailed focus and review of the subcommittee activities going forward.  

 A review of the tertiary access chain and build all the mapping work should build on this.  

 Ensure that the activities of the focus group remains oriented towards action. 

 

 

The meeting noted that the approach used by the Thusanani Foundation offers a practical, 

comprehensive model for supporting the country’s rural youth which will contribute to vertical 

integration of policy and practice in the post school space. This was certainly underlined when the 

foundation launch at Wits University included the vice Chancellor Professor Adam Habib and South 

African president Jacob Zuma amongst its key note speakers. Members of the focus group were 

graciously invited to join this occasion.  

 

Maximising of resources is noted among all the focus group members and other stakeholders who 

have expressed interest in exploring partnerships with the Thusanani Foundation including Sylvester 

Moepya from Harambee, Marietjie Vosloo from the Sasol Inzalo Foundation and Chris Nyangani 

from the Maths Centre Incorporating Sciences, among others.  


