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Summary of the Tertiary Access Focus Group Meeting 

(Focus group of the Community for Effective Practice – Maths and science learner support) 

18 January 2011 

13h00 – 15h00 

Tsebo Education Network Boardroom 

 

 

1. Participation  

This meeting of members of the community of practice focusing on maths and science learner support 
focused on the issue of tertiary access. It was facilitated by Barbara Dale-Jones of Bridge. She was 
supported by Linda Vilakazi and Carlene Gonzo, both of Bridge. The other participants in this meeting 
were: 

 Gugu Zulu – Zenex Foundation      
 Robert Stephens – Tsebo Education Network   
 Lettie Miles – Zenex Foundation     
 Kim Robinson – Student Scholarship Programme   
 Marietjie Vosloo – Sasol Inzalo Foundation   
 Cromwell Mteto – Girls & Boys Town    
 Ian Slade – Tshikululu Social Investments     
 Giles Gillett – New Leaders Foundation  

   
 

2. Broad objectives  

The group’s focus was to agree on: 

 
– The approach it wishes to follow as a group 
– Its role as a group 
– The outcome/s it envisages 

 
 
3. Emerging issues noted  

In a check-in, during which participants spoke about their view on tertiary access, several issues were 
discussed, including: 

 There is a disconnect between school and university, and school results are not indicative of 
success at university. 

 Some students achieve very good matric passes owing to their reviews of past exam papers, 
which do not enable them to grasp the underlying concept of what they learn.  
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 A lack of social capital and role-models has meant that, in some cases, learners are poorly 
prepared for tertiary learning. There is a difference between a “pass” and being “ready”.  

 Social and community pressure exact a toll on learners.  
 Creating a parallel education system is not the answer; rather bringing successful practices to the 

fore and integrating them into existing structures is more ideal.  
 Data about learners and funders needs to be collated and integrated.  
 The urgency attached to tertiary entry requirements and processes could be underlined in Life 

Skills Bridging Programmes.  
 Early exposure to career guidance and study options, at the very least by grade 11, would be 

ideal.  
 Tertiary enrollment systems are generally not user-friendly and information is rarely easily 

accessible. In general there are information and awareness issues in the system. 
 
4. Defining “Tertiary” as a point of departure  

The group agreed that the word “tertiary” requires a common definition as it refers to an area which is 
broader than university. Additionally, the group agreed it is necessary to consider it in relation to “tertiary 
access”, “tertiary support” and “tertiary success”.  

 

 
 

Access, support and success are all parts of the sphere of tertiary learning and thus it was agreed by the 
focus group that all these constituents require definition. 
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This second diagram illustrates the transition from access through to support and ultimately to success. 
Each one is of equal importance within the greater tertiary space. It also speaks to the importance of 
ensuring greater effectiveness and efficiency in the sphere of tertiary education by identifying 
stakeholders working in the same space.  

 
5. Agreed intentions  

The group described their commitment to contributing to success for those who enroll for tertiary 
education. The group agreed on the following: 

– Its commitment to being a voice that creates awareness on tertiary access issues in the wider 
community for effective practice and amongst stakeholders.  

– The presence of government is vital. 
– Definitions of tertiary, access, support and success are required as a framework for the group’s 

activities.  
– Partnerships, activities and learnings that emerge from this focus group will be recorded and 

shared. 
– The group will use the Bridge communication platforms, specifically the social network, for 

communication. 
 

 
6. Action Points for the Group  

Action Point  Owner Due Date  
Circulate the Bridge social network guide Carlene  19 January 
Create social network group Carlene  19 January 
Draft definition of “Tertiary” Kim 7 February 
Draft definition of “Access” Robert 7 February 
Draft definition of “Support” Marietjie 7 February 
Draft definition of “Success” Ian 7 February 
Registration on the Social Network by all members 
of the group. Carlene available to assist. 

All 7 February 

Comments by all on the draft definitions  All 18 February  
Circulation of summary of the comments made by 
members on the social network 

Carlene  18 February  

Feedback from the group to be highlighted at 21 
Feb 2011 COP meeting  

Group Members  21 February 

Periodic updates to be circulated Carlene  Ongoing  
Next meeting  All 9 March (12h30-15h00) 

 

7.  


