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Bridge Community for Effective Practice 

(Focus group of the Community for Effective Practice – Maths and science learner support) 

Record of the Saturday Schools Focus Group Meeting  

Caffé Latte Boardroom, RMB Offices Sandton  

27 July 2011 

14h00 – 15h30 

Dear Community members 

The latest meeting of the Saturday Schools focus group took place at RMB’s offices in Sandton.  

Barbara Dale-Jones facilitated the session with support from Lethabo-Thabo Royds and Carlene 

Gonzo. Other members of this meeting were as follows: 

Alexandra Education Council  Linda Toms  

Girls and Boys Town   Margaret Sehlabane  

Independent Consultant   Kim Robinson 

Learn Things    Lawrence Jacobson  

Learn Things    Rochelle Lyner  

Mindset    John McBride    

RedCap Foundation   Smangele Mbeje  

RMB Fund    Yvette Nowell  

St Mary’s Foundation   Linda Giuricich       

Thandulwazi - St Stithian’s   Bev Johnson 

Tomorrow Trust    Taryn Coutinho  

Tshikululu     Edwin Madisha 

University of Johannesburg  Melanie Jacobs 

Ubambiswano – St Andrew’s Annette Dos Santos 

   

The Saturday Schools focus group is part of the community for effective practice for Maths and 

Science learner support programmes. The other focus groups of the community are: 

 

• Monitoring and Evaluation; 

• Tertiary Access; and  

• Learner Selection and Programme design.  

 

At this meeting, focus group members described the needs of their Saturday schools initiatives 

as well as the resources they can offer to others. Linked to this, the group also discussed 

stakeholder mapping. Members underlined their continued interest in the stakeholder mapping 

of Saturday School programmes in Gauteng through the group’s Googledoc spreadsheet. This 

spreadsheet lists the details of programmes as well as the resources they need as well as those 
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they have to share. Details are steadily being added to the document, and members of the group 

are urged to circulate the relevant link to this document to their networks in order to expand the 

geographical reach of the programmes noted.   

Next Steps 

 

1. Bridge will circulate a PDF of the Googledoc to organisations who struggle to access it. 

2. Focus group members will populate the Googledoc, change and add fields where 

necessary, and focus on listing the resources they need and have to share. It was agreed 

that it is important for each organisation to state its objectives in this spreadsheet. 

3. A presentation by one of the members of the group will be planned for the group’s next 

meeting. This will become a feature of the focus group’s meetings so that success stories 

and successful practice can be shared. Note that, the need for monitoring learners was 

emphasised by representatives of both St Mary’s and Thandulwazi, who highlighted that 

each programme has had learners who have gone on to be very successful in the world 

of work. Such stories should be tracked for the benefit of implementers and funders.  

 

Progress   

In working with communities for effective practice, Bridge has the following objectives: 

 

 The contribution of the community to the whole system; 

 Creating common purpose, peer support and trust among stakeholders; 

 The maximising of resources by the community; 

 The spread of effective practice within the community and its associated 

stakeholders (horizontal integration); and 

 The vertical integration of policy and practice. 

 

In the Saturday School focus group, members have developed and continue to create common 

purpose, peer support and trust among themselves through an open sharing of ideas and 

resources. As an example, one member of the focus group, Annette Dos Santos, described 

herself as feeling enriched and less lonely owing to the valuable engagement of the group. This 

peer support will also result in the maximising of resources in the community since members will 

benefit from established expertise and, in some cases, resources that they will not need to 

duplicate in their own interventions; thereby saving time and, possibly, money which they can 

use elsewhere for learner benefit. Edwin Madisha of Tshikululu spoke of the importance of not 

duplicating resources and of benefitting from lessons learnt.  

 

Examples of the maximising of resources and the development of collaborative partnerships are 

as follows: 

 



3 

 

1. Mindset offered the use of content they had developed in conjunction with the Gauteng 

Department of Education. The material, which includes notes and lesson recordings, is 

available for free in softcopy, and is available for download on: 

 

 www.learnxtra.co.za 

 www.mindset.co.za/learn  

 

For those without access to the internet, printed copies of notes along with DVDs of the 

lesson recordings can be accessed through a formal order form (small charge). All 

materials are designed to be shared and have a Creative Commons Licence. In return, 

Mindset requests that users provide feedback on the usefulness of the materials.  

 

2. Girls and Boys Town require guidance and support in setting up a Saturday School for 

their learners. A number of group members have offered to assist, a representative of 

the University of Johannesburg offered a mobile science laboratory for use, and both 

Alexandra Education and Thandulwazi are willing to share their experiences and 

infrastructure. Mindset said that access to the Learnxtra classes broadcasted on 

Saturday mornings could enable the development of a Saturday School as a starting 

point. 

3. The RedCap Foundation has a particular interest in Saturday School initiatives that focus 

on primary school learners. Both Learnthings and the Tomorrow Trust indicated a 

willingness to share their work and content for this phase. 

4. Girls and Boys Town have a training programme for educators which aims to capacitate 

teachers to enforce discipline with physical contact. Other focus group members would 

like to make use of this training. 

5. Learnthings can provide learner-tracking templates which they have developed.  

6. Tomorrow Trust mentioned an interesting approach in which they bring in teachers from 

schools of origin to sit in on some holiday school sessions.  

The group also discussed its interest in: 

 

1. Developing a pool of maths and science teachers. 

2. Content for primary school learners. 

3. A teachers’ helpline. 

 

The systems impact of the group and the larger community was discussed, and members 

expressed their periodic despair about the dysfunctionality of the larger system and their desire 

to have an impact on the system through their work. The work of the Western Cape’s 

community that focuses on “After-Hours Tutoring to Learners from Cape Town’s Township 

Communities” was discussed, and the group was impressed by the progress made in that 

community. Bridge will send more details to the group about that community. Finally, the 

http://www.learnxtra.co.za/
http://www.mindset.co.za/learn
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Saturday Schools focus group will provide feedback to the larger maths and science community 

for effective practice at its next meeting on 15 August 2011.  

 

Best wishes, 

The Bridge Team  


