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NOW IN HER FIRST YEAR OF UNIVERSITY, 

SIVE FIKELEPI, FORMER PUPIL OF LEAP 2, AN 

IMPACT SCHOOL IN THE WESTERN CAPE 

BELONGING TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

EXTRAORDINARY SCHOOLS COALITION, AND 

RECIPIENT OF THE MOSHAL SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAMME TALKS WITH BRIDGE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Growing up Sive Fikelepi wanted to become a CEO, because it’s something that caught 

her interest from television, and later in Grade 12 she also explored the idea of studying 

medicine. After excelling in accounting and business studies, Sive decided to pursue a 

BComm Accounting degree, which opens up a number of possibilities in terms of career 

prospects. But how did this learner from a disadvantaged background and poor 

community end up as an aspiring 1
st
 year student at UCT, with a bright future ahead of 

her? 

Sive grew up in Delft, where she lived with her Dad and Mom, sisters and nephews. Sive 

explains that Delft is a ‘mixed’ township on the outskirts of Cape Town, where black people 

and coloured people live side by side.  Sive says that her older sister has been a positive 

motivation in her life, “My sister finished matric but didn’t get the chance to pursue a degree. 

And so she has always encouraged and cheered me on to try my best, and to make the most of 

the opportunities to advance my education.” 

Sive attended a primary school called Thembani in Langa, which was targeted by LEAP 2 in 

their search for high school students with academic potential and determination. There are 

currently 6 LEAP Science and Maths Schools countrywide, and they provide high-quality 

education to selected students from high-need communities.  
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LEAP schools require all their learners to study maths, physical science and English, and they 

actively develop students’ self-awareness, community involvement, cultural identity and 

confidence, and in this way guide young people towards a successful future. 

 “The biggest difference between LEAP and my previous school were the smaller number of 

students and classes, which meant we could build relationships with the teachers. I really loved 

the Life Orientation classes at LEAP, where we would sit in a circle and share with each other. 

It gave us a space to talk with people who understand what we are going through. LEAP has all 

the resources that one could need, and the teachers helped us a lot.” 

When talking about key high school moments, Sive recalls that the Grade 12 farewell assembly 

was particularly special for her: “It was organised by a LEAP students’ body, and it was so sad 

and yet so inspirational. They told us not to forget where we have come from, as we embark on 

our new journeys. And they reminded us that at LEAP we are always welcome.” 

Through LEAP, Sive was put in contact with the Moshal Program, which selected seven 

successful scholarship students from member schools of the South African Extraordinary 

Schools Coalition (SAESC), which includes the LEAP Science and Maths schools. The SAESC 

is a community of school leaders from independent and public "impact schools" providing 

access to affordable and high-quality education for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Sive worked hard to get good results in matric, which she thinks is likely to have been a major 

contributor to her being awarded the scholarship. “With good results you have a better chance 

of getting funding, and subject marks count towards the university admission points”, explains 

the young achiever. “My dad was so happy about my receiving the scholarship, and he is proud 

to have me attending university. The scholarship pays for my tuition fees, textbooks, residence 

fees, meals and an allowance.” 

At university, Sive has been adjusting to living on her own in the residence, away from her 

family. Although the course work has been difficult and challenging, she explains that 

university is more or less what she expected. “Like anything, university is about choices: it is up 

to me to focus on the schoolwork and studying, and to decide how I spend my time.”  

When relaxing, Sive enjoys writing poems, hanging out with friends and going to the mall and 

movies. And for the rest of first year, she is looking forward to meeting new friends and passing 

all her subjects. 

“Some great advice I once got was from a high school friend, she told me to ‘Be myself 

and to follow my heart’. As simple as that sounds, it’s very important. I would also 

encourage other young people to look at their lives, and realise that with focus and hard 

work they have the power to change and solve those things that they don’t like.” 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE GO TO HTTP://I7305.WIX.COM/SAESCOALITION OR WWW.BRIDGE.ORG.ZA 

http://i7305.wix.com/saescoalition

