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NOW IN HIS FIRST YEAR OF UNIVERSITY, 

SELLO MASITE, FORMER PUPIL OF LEAP 3, 

AN IMPACT SCHOOL IN GAUTENG 

BELONGING TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

EXTRAORDINARY SCHOOLS COALITION, AND 

RECIPIENT OF THE MOSHAL SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAMME TALKS WITH BRIDGE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It was raining on the day of the LEAP 3 high school bursary selections in Alexandra. 

Sello Masite had heard about the opportunity from his friends, and they had all agreed 

to go and try out.  When he woke up that morning and looked out at the rain, he 

wondered whether he shouldn’t stay at home. He says he wasn’t really serious about the 

bursary at that point, but something compelled him to go. It turned out that Sello was the 

only one from his group of friends that showed up for the selection process. After a 6-

week trial period, he was accepted into LEAP 3, and it was a turning point in his life. 

“It was difficult at first because I missed my friends and had to start a new life”, explained 

Sello. Also his mom had passed away in 2009, and by the time he was schooling at LEAP in 

2011, he was living on his own and taking care of himself. His mother’s family in Limpopo 

helped him financially and encouraged him academically. After the new LEAP grader made 

some new friends, he says it got easier. “LEAP provided me with a lot of opportunity to learn. 

They are connected to other schools and resources, and the classes are small. The teachers really 

care and are personally invested in our progress.” 

 

“When I was awarded overall top student at the end of 2011, it was like a light bulb moment for 

me. Although I had never really struggled with my schoolwork, I hadn’t realised my own 

potential until coming to LEAP. After winning 5 subject awards in 2011, I began to work hard, 

because I had an academic reputation to protect (laughs).” 

LEAP Science and Maths Schools provide free education to students from high-need 

communities such as Alexandra, and have maths, science and English as mandatory subjects. 
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the challenge 
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There are 6 LEAP schools countrywide and they provide student-centred maths and science-

focused education to economically disadvantaged students from grades 8 to 12.  LEAP schools 

are part of the South African Extraordinary Schools Coalition (SAESC), which is made up of a 

number of schools, like LEAP, which define themselves as ‘impact schools’.  

 

Sello hadn’t even thought of attending university until that point, but in matric he realised the 

possibilities that had opened up to him. “At first, I thought I might become a pilot, but then after 

researching other options, civil engineering seemed better suited to me. Eventually I came to 

love the idea of studying geology, as it provides me with diverse options for career paths, such 

as mining, consulting, astronomy and other.”  

In his search for financial assistance for tertiary education, Sello applied for many different 

bursaries, as well as for a NSFAS loan. “I embraced filling out all those forms, but there was 

still a pressure and worry about what exactly would happen after school.” So when Jodie Bailey 

from the Moshal Scholarship Programme phoned him out of the blue, he thought that it must be 

a prank or something because he didn’t know that LEAP had applied on his behalf. “I wondered 

how Jodie had heard about me, and it seemed too good to be true. But when I got a call from 

school, I realised that it was for real. I had been awarded the scholarship and it covered 

everything. It has really been a blessing to me, and is still quite unbelievable.” 

At university, the ambitious 1
st
 year student registered for 4 majors as part of his geology degree 

– Maths, Chemistry, Geology and Physics. “When I used to think about university in matric, it 

seemed so straightforward: I would go there and get my degree. As simple as that! But I cannot 

lie; university has crushed all my naive expectations.” 

Sello explains that during first semester, there was a point when he was really struggling to pass 

and needed help. “It was eating at me, but I didn’t open up to anyone. It seemed like I would try 

my best and my marks just got worse. And because I did well in high school, I didn’t know how 

to cope with failing. Things only got better when I finally asked for helped and opened up. It 

was an important lesson - things become easier when we talk to other people. They can help and 

motivate us.” 

So when he went home to Limpopo for mid-year holidays, he decided that he didn’t want to 

give up. “I don’t want to take the easiest way out. A lot of people in the townships are 

influenced by and trapped in a community and environment where there are very few 

opportunities to change the odds. When I told my uncle that sometimes I need to study right 

through the night, he told me that I must work very hard now and I can sleep after my degree. 

This semester I plan on improving all my marks, and my motto is Preparation prevents poor 

performance”.  

“I have learnt that if there weren’t any challenges then I wouldn’t grow. So instead of 

seeing the difficulties as obstacles, I am learning to accept and love the challenges that 

university - and life - brings my way. And I am learning to ask for help.” 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE GO TO HTTP://I7305.WIX.COM/SAESCOALITION OR WWW.BRIDGE.ORG.ZA 

http://i7305.wix.com/saescoalition

