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1. Report of Meeting of 15 August 2011 
 

The meeting of the Maths and Science Learner Support Community for Effective Practice on 15 
August 2011 took place at the Wits School of Education and saw 20 community members 
networking and collaborating.  

One of Bridge’s outcomes relates to the contribution of the community to the whole education 
system. The purpose of this meeting was to consider the systemic contribution of the group and to 
provide an opportunity for a collective voice to emerge. Members of the group were each asked to 
consider: How does what I am doing contribute to the larger plan? Where do I fit in?  

In the facilitated session, the community was divided into three groups to consider the following 
questions: 

1. At what level does your intervention fit into system? 
2. What challenges are faced with in dealing with that level of system? 
3. How does your intervention contribute to the education system? 
4. How can we link this to government priorities? 

The feedback revealed that the majority of our interventions are learner-focused, but some also 
focus on teachers, some at a district level, some are developing relationships and working 
collaboratively with the department, while some work across the spectrum. The highlighted 
challenges were: 

1. Non-educational issues: non-educational issues can be energy drainers, and examples are 
health, mental health (with trauma inhibiting progress), nutrition, safety, and the family. We 
can count on failing if these are not addressed, it was agreed. Certain non-educational 
interventions must take place.  

2. System: There is a lack of coherence around the national vision and we as organisations 
need to link to a national vision. There are frequent curriculum changes. Results are not 
shared when research is carried out as the government gives gag orders, and there is no 
culture of knowledge management and knowledge-building, which means that knowledge 
stays in silos. Finally, there is a foundation phase and FET phase focus, but not one on the 
intermediate phase. 

3. District: the dysfunctionality of some districts was described as well as the lack of continuity 
or follow through from a district level. 

4. Learners: The competence of learners is poor and seems to be getting worse. There is no 
basic knowledge of maths and learners are not sufficiently competent in the subject. There 
is a lack of independent learners with learning only happening when an adult is there to 
guide learners. Learners are not taught to think out of the box. There is a lack of motivation 
to learn. The amount of learner mobility – 30% mobility – was spoken about as was the fact 
that children are spending a long time in transit. 

5. Parents: Lack of parental support was highlighted as a challenge.  
6. Teachers: Teachers have a resistance to change. They prefer to be in their comfort zones. 

There is a lack of skilled maths and science teachers.  



4 
 

7. Schools: The functionality of schools is a concern and teachers are not in class on time. Poor 
school management is also a challenge and, where there is good school leadership, there is a 
better chance of success. 

8. SGBs: SGBs need to understand policies. 
9. Service providers: the competence of service providers is an issue.  
10. Culture of learning: this seems to be missing. 

It was agreed that our interventions are propping up the system, and if we stopped it would fall 
over. But it was agreed that, if we want to work towards one vision, and we want to see impact, we 
are going to have to work with the system. We need to collaborate, but we are also not part of the 
department, and the strength of our diversity is to be innovative and smaller scale.  

The group agreed that we need a thorough understanding of how we contribute to the system and 
how we can ensure that we enrich the system and unblock its challenges. Together we need to take 
up that challenge. Bridge wants to describe the learnings that can enable the system to perform 
better and be empowered to be sustainable. It was agreed that we should use our next session to 
map the things that have surfaced from 9 May and this meeting as we are starting to get a good list 
of systems issues. We have the ear of government, and the next level of engagement we will have 
with them is to give them a table of this. Bridge believes that working together will allow the 
formation of partnerships and the avoidance of duplication as Bridge creates space to find like-
minded organisations and to maximise resources. This is an opportunity for a collective voice to 
emerge. Linda ended the session asserting that collective know-how can influence the system. She 
said that the next session will be a seminar-like engagement about systems change and what it 
means in terms of interventions and learnings. We will use the issues and look at how we leverage 
and work with government. 

2. Focus Groups 
 

The focus groups of the community have made progress, as detailed below: 

Tertiary Access 

A meeting of the focus group on 1 August saw the group: 

 Prepare points of discussion for upcoming meetings with Kirti Menon and Peliwe Lolwana.  
 Agree to refine the Googledoc structurally in accordance with the structure of the tertiary access 

chain that has been developed. 
 Plan to liaise with SAQA. 
 Agree to continue to work to ensure government’s involvement in the focus group. 
 State its concern about the apparent lack of career guidance for learners in Grade 9 and the 

repercussions it has in the tertiary access chain. 

The meeting involving Peliwe Lolwana took place on 14 October, while the meeting with Kirti Menon 
will occur on 14 November. Details of the 14 October meeting, and developments with SAQA, are 
listed on the Bridge social network in the group’s detailed reports. 
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Learner Selection  

During August 2011, Pat Sullivan presented the findings of a research process undertaken by Bridge 
on “Selection makes a difference? An overview of the selection procedures of two Saturday 
Schools”. The research report was made available to the Bridge community. 

A later selection focus group meeting took place on 20 September, and included presentations by 
Helen Sidiropoulos (IEB) and Benita Williams (Feedback Research & Analytics). A facilitated 
discussion ensued which focused on what selection tests and processes are necessary to achieve 
quality learner performance outcomes in Maths, Science and English. Details are listed on the Bridge 
social network in the group’s reports.  

Fiona Wallace will present on the C-FAM (Culture-Fair Abilities & Motivation) assessment tool on 11 
November.  

Monitoring and Evaluation  

Jennifer Bisgard of Khulisa presented a colloquium on developmental and impact M&E in Cape Town 
(6 October) and Johannesburg (12 October) and Gail Campbell of Zenex Foundation will present later 
in the year (28 November). Details are listed on the Bridge social network in the group’s reports. 

Saturday Schools  

A presentation by learnthings happened at the group’s last meeting. Presentations will become a 
feature of the focus group’s meetings so that success stories and successful practice can be shared. 

3. Upcoming events 
 
Name:  Learner Selection Focus Group Meeting  
Venue: Wits School of Education 
Date:   Friday 11 November 2011  
Time:  09h00 – 11h00  
Presentation:  Fiona Wallace on C-FAM (Culture-Fair Abilities & Motivation) assessment tool 
 
Name:  Tertiary Access Focus Group Meeting  
Venue: Sasol Inzalo Foundation 
Date:   Monday 14 November 2011  
Time:  14h00-16h00  
Presentation:  Kirti Menon – University of the Witwatersrand 
 
Name:  Monitoring and Evaluation Colloquium 
Venue: Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 
 Date:   Monday 28 November 2011  
Time:  12h00 – 14h00 
Presentation: Gail Campbell – Zenex Foundation  
  A case study on: Evaluation of Zenex working in School Programme  


