
 
 
 
 

ECD Community of Practice 
 
 
Note to all ECD CoP members: 
 
Principal points arising from CoP meeting held 11 February 2014 
 
In order to maintain momentum the CoP meeting agreed to form a Working 
Group to follow up on the key decisions made at this meeting. 
 
The Working Group nominated (alphabetical order for surnames) is: 
 

Giulie Bland 
Carol-Ann Foulis 
Bertha Magoge  
Lucy O’Keeffe 
Eddie Phillips 
Gretchen Wilson-Prangley 
+ 3 members from Bridge led by Barbara Dale-Jones 
 

Barbara Dale-Jones updated the meeting about the formation of the Inter-
Ministerial Committee that has been formed under the chairmanship of Min 
Dlamini (Social Development) to focus on ECD delivery as per the NDP and the 
Action Plan. This will include the Ministers from Health, Education, Higher 
Education, CoGTA, Public Works, Finance and Trevor Manuel (Min in the 
Presidency). 
 
Beneath this committee will be an Inter Departmental Task Team made up of 
layers of DG’s, DDG’s. The latter will provide the groundwork necessary to feed 
up to the IMC.  
 
It is clearly important that the Inter Departmental Task Team engage with Civil 
Society in the formulation of their proposals.  
 
The ECD CoP will perform a research and mapping exercise of all ECD bodies 
and initiatives that operate in each of the Provinces – including the scope of work 
done by these bodies. An appropriate questionnaire will be developed to achieve 
this. ECD CoP will draw on the previous exercises done in early CoP meetings 
and collaborate with Ilifa on this.  
 
It is the CoP’s intention to bring together key people from the different networks 
to identify ‘tipping points’ in each of the provinces as well as overlap across the 
provinces. 
 



It is recognised that implementation of the decisions made by the IMC will have 
to take place at Provincial level and so the question of funding will have to be 
addressed accordingly.  
 
Erica Kempken reported on the work that she and Deyana Thomas had 
brainstormed on challenges involved in ECD Practitioner Training. She alerted 
the meeting to the new QCTO scoping process that is underway to redefine the 
L4 ECD qualification and stressed the importance for the CoP to engage in this 
work. Part of this process will be the selection and appointment of the 
Assessment Quality Partner. There is the distinct possibility that the DoHE will 
simply appoint the FET Colleges to handle all ECD Practitioner Training, which 
will be most unfortunate given the lack of FET capacity to do this adequately.  
 
There is a very short window of opportunity to get involved in this and so a sub-
committee was appointed consisting of the following people to work out how 
best to engage: 
 

 Erica Kempken 
 Shelia Drew 
 Deyana Thomas 
 Amanda Watermeyer 
 Colleen Walter 

 
Zanele Twala (now working in the Presidency on ECD) undertook to try and 
establish contact with Treasury and DoHE with a view to discussing funding 
routes for ECD Practitioner Training.  A small CoP team has been nominated to 
initiate engagement here. 
 
The reports back from Barbara Dale-Jones as well as from Erica Kempken are 
appended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


