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O “There are two areas where we have failed 

miserably, the one is health, the other is 

education. The universities are churning out 

graduates like a sausage machine. And they 

can’t read and they can’t write.” 

 

   Professor Anton Harber (the Athol Williams 

radio programme) 

 



Early enculturation 

O “I grew up loving to read – whether it was 
comics, novels, newspapers, fiction or non-
fiction, or even road signs. Reading took up a lot 
of time in my primary school years. I think it all 
started with bedtime stories my mom used to 
read to me once in a while. Looking back now, I 
realise I loved the fantasy world. And in fact I still 
do now. To actually escape the life one lives right 
now, and feel other people’s emotions, joys, 
pains and fears is just so intriguing.” (Education 
student, 2006) 



Lack of resources 

“I grew up in a remote village in a 
disadvantaged community in Limpopo, 
North of Polokwane. We had no libraries in 
the community nor in school. Children were 
only introduced to writing and reading on 
the board. The teacher would be the only 
person who read the prescribed books in 
class.” 

                    (Education student, 2006) 

 



Negative learning 
experiences 

 

“I still hate reading and I hated this terms’ 

work because the reading was too long and we 

as boys don’t enjoy reading. The text had too 

much serious stuff.”  

                         (Engineering student, 2003)  



Literacies in Conflict 
 

“I grew up in the family that believes in cattle raising and 

planting food. By the time I was four years old, I had never 

had a book and I never tried to hold a book in my hands 

……..My society was lacking in literacy, people used to see 

you as a serious person while you are carrying a school 

bag because lots of people did not go to school in my 

society. But if you were to tell them about cattle raising 

and planting crops, there you were a man by talking about 

those two things.” 

 

 



Literacy as gatekeeper 


