
Language policy and the 
foundation phase 

Poor learner performance at the Foundation 
Phase and beyond is attributed to the switching 

between the language of the mother tongue 
and English.  What is really happening and what 

can be done to address this? 



Language is a tool for thought and communication. It 
is through language that cultural diversity and social 
relations are expressed and constructed. Learning to 
use language effectively enables learners to think 
and acquire knowledge to express their identity, 
feelings and ideas, to interact with others, and to 
manage their world (DBE, 2010, p. 12). 



 

 

 

 

            Home language                    First additional language 



Gadamer 

Language is by no means simply an instrument, a 
tool. For it is in the nature of the tool that we master 
its use, which is to say to take it in hand and lay it 
aside when it has done its service. That is not the 
same as when we take the words of a language, lying 
ready in the mouth, and with their use let them sink 
back into the general store of words over which we 
dispose (1976, p. 62). 

 



Heidegger 

In its essence, language is not the utterance of an 
organism; nor the expression of a living thing. Nor 
can it be thought in an essentially correct way in 
terms of its symbolic character, perhaps not even in 
terms of the character of signification. Language is 
the clearing-concealing advent of Being itself (1978, 
p. 156). 



Heidegger 

We human beings, in order to be who we are, 
remain within the essence of language to which we 
have been granted entry. We can therefore never 
step outside it in order to look it over circumspectly 
from some alternative position. Because of this, we 
catch a glimpse of the essence of language only to 
the extent that we ourselves are envisaged by it, 
remanded to it (1978 p. 304). 

 



Heidegger 

According to this essence, language is the house of 
Being, which is propriated by Being and pervaded 
by Being. And so it is proper to think the essence of 
language from its correspondence to Being and 
indeed as this correspondence, that is, the home of 
man’s essence (1978, p.161). 

 

The being of anything that is resides in the word. 
Therefore this statement holds true: Language is 
the house of Being (1971, p. 63). 
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