
1 B r i d g e  I n n o v a t i o n  i n  L e a r n i n g  O r g a n i s a t i o n  

 

NOW IN HER FIRST YEAR OF UNIVERSITY, 

BELARDINA ZUNGUZA, FORMER PUPIL OF AN 

IMPACT SCHOOL BELONGING TO THE SOUTH 

AFRICAN EXTRAORDINARY SCHOOLS COALITION, 

AND RECIPIENT OF THE MOSHAL SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAMME TALKS WITH BRIDGE ABOUT LIFE AT 

UNIVERSITY AND THE ACADEMIC JOURNEY, 

CONNECTIONS AND SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT THAT 

HELPED HER TO ADVANCE TOWARDS HER DREAMS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Belardina Zunguza won a scholarship that enabled her to join the Economic 

Science undergraduate programme at Wits University, she had already been through 2 

weeks of 1
st
 year orientation at Potchefstroom. As a member of the Royal Bafokeng 

Nation, she qualified for a teaching bursary, but that was her plan B. What she really 

wanted to pursue was the Economic Science degree at Wits, but couldn’t find financial 

backing to go that route. At the last minute, she got news of being awarded the Moshal 

Scholarship and packed her bags for the bright lights of Jozi.   

Bela had humble beginnings. She grew up in Kanana village in Rustenburg, as an only child of a low-

income family. Her father works on the mines and her mother does “piece jobs” as a house cleaner. 

Belardina says that her uncle (her grandfather’s cousin) was a positive influence in her life, and 

encouraged her to persevere and “stay strong”. Up to grade 9, Bela attended a public school close to 

home, but as an academically talented child, her potential was noticed and she was awarded a bursary to 

attend Lebone College as a boarding student. Lebone is an independent preparatory and secondary 

school for boys and girls from the Royal Bafokeng Nation. Bela explains that “Lebone is a type of 

charter school that provides good education and bursaries for disadvantaged students, particularly from 

the Royal Bafokeng nation”. 

Joining Lebone College was a key factor that positively shaped her school journey, where Bela realised 

her own academic potential and found herself immersed in an environment of educators who care. 
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“Although I was academically strong enough to be accepted into Lebone for Grade 10, when I 

won the award for the Dux Scholar that same year after coming from a public school, it gave 

me real confidence in my academics. Also, the teachers at Lebone are dedicated and go the 

extra mile. They really care, and that makes all the difference. There is a sense of family at the 

school.” 

Lebone is one of the schools that belong to the South African Extraordinary Schools Coalition (SAESC). 

The coalition brings together independent and public "impact schools" focused on high -quality 

education for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. When asked what she knows about the 

coalition’s work, Bela reflected, “I know that they promote experimenting with different teaching 

methodologies to see what works best, and it really makes the learning experiences better for the 

students. They are proving that the type of education we get is important.” As it turns out, Lebone’s link 

to the coalition proved to be a valuable connection for Belardina, in terms of the scholarship award. 

But progressing through Grade 11 wasn’t all smooth sailing for the young achiever. In 2011, she was 

chosen as part of a Bold Leaders student exchange programme to go to the USA. Although it was 

exciting to be chosen, Bela explained that it turned out to be quite a challenge missing school and having 

to catch up on the work when she got back. “And physics got a lot harder during that time! But my tutor 

encouraged me not to drop physics and to work on improving my marks.” 

After matriculating at Lebone in 2012 with dreams of a bright future propelled by her economics degree, 

Bela thought she had failed to secure funding support to pursue her chosen course. Meanwhile, the 

headmaster at Lebone - George Harris - had heard about the Moshal Scholarship Programme through the 

South African Extraordinary Schools Coalition, and applied on Bela’s behalf. She had mentioned to him 

that she was struggling to secure financial backing, and that proved to be an important disclosure.  

As a result, even though Bela had readied herself “to stay strong” and to work towards Plan B at the 

University of Potchefstroom, her Plan A came through at the last minute, and she received a full 

scholarship to study and stay at Wits. “I was so happy, and my family and friends said that they knew 

that I was meant for greater things.” 

When deciding on her tertiary prospects, the scholarship recipient explained her journey of discovery 

through a number of ambitious possibilities, “Growing up, I wanted to be a lawyer – to stand up for 

people’s rights - and I would put on high heels, and pretend that I was in the courtroom. Later, I 

considered becoming an accountant, and also a dentist, so that I could take care of children’s teeth. I 

even visited an ER at a public hospital to see if I wanted to be a doctor, but that wasn’t for me.  

Finally, I decided on economics because, after conversations and help from teachers and principals at 

Lebone, I realised that economics is important for influencing change in the world, and for social justice. 

The subjects are very broad and applicable to many different situations, and as the degree is scientific-

based I will have a lot of opportunities and choices for my career. I think I would like to focus on 

pursuing developmental economics after university, so that I can help other people. But I’ll worry about 

that after honours.” 

After experiencing the first semester of her 1
st
 year at Wits, Bela says that she had expected university 

not to be easy, but what surprised her most is that the lecturers do care.  
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One of her biggest challenges so far, aside from the tough course work and homesickness, is how much 

she has to do for herself – especially since she lives off-campus in a self-catering unit – “I often forget to 

eat breakfast!”, exclaims the adjusting 1
st
 year student. 

“For the rest of the year, I plan to follow my new study timetable and to eat breakfast everyday (laughs). 

I also want to play the guitar, develop new friendships and go out a bit more”, says Bela, contemplating 

the new semester that lies ahead. 

When asked to share some advice from her own experience, with other high school students looking to 

pursue further studies and secure financial backing, Bela doesn’t hesitate:  

“Make connections and talk to other people about assistance and options available, which you 

may not have known about if you didn’t ask. Do your part in getting the best marks that you 

can, but it’s not only about academics, you also need to speak to people who can help you. 

Subject choices are important for funding but don’t only choose what other people say you must 

do, it’s got to be matched with what you’re good at. Nourish and grow your strengths, and 

develop your gifts.” 

While we are conducting the interview over lunch in Parkhurst, Bela encounters one of her teachers from 

Lebone College. They are so surprised and elated to see each other, and embrace like long lost relatives, 

which is testimony to the “sense of family” at the school. The memories and impact of these strong 

bonds are the roots that will carry her through the new and awkward self-sufficiency of university life, 

establishing her in this next phase of her journey. It was great fun to spend a couple of hours with 

Belardini, an intelligent, motivated, savvy and inspirational young woman. Stay strong Bela, and keep 

making those connections! 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE GO TO HTTP://I7305.WIX.COM/SAESCOALITION OR WWW.BRIDGE.ORG.ZA 
 

http://i7305.wix.com/saescoalition

