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NOW IN HER FIRST YEAR OF UNIVERSITY, 

HELLEN MUZIRA, FORMER PUPIL OF AN 

IMPACT SCHOOL IN KZN BELONGING TO THE 

SOUTH AFRICAN EXTRAORDINARY SCHOOLS 

COALITION, AND RECIPIENT OF THE MOSHAL 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME TALKS WITH 

BRIDGE ABOUT LIFE AT UNIVERSITY AND THE 

FACTORS THAT INSPIRED HER TO SHINE 

ACADEMICALLY.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It’s actually more like a family than a school”, says Hellen Muzira, a first year 

accounting student at UCT, as she describes Inanda Seminary, the KZN high school she 

graduated from in 2012. Inanda Seminary is an impact school that belongs to the South 

African Extraordinary Schools Coalition (SAESC). And it’s these important links with 

Inanda and the SAESC that supported Hellen in securing the Moshal Scholarship, 

enabling her to progress further in her academic journey. 

Hellen Muzira was born in Zimbabwe, but came to Durban at an early age with her mother and siblings. 

“My mother raised us, and is really hard working. She has been a positive influence and role model in 

my life. Someday I want to be a mother like her”. 

Although Hellen’s socioeconomic circumstances could have limited her educational prospects, her 

academic potential was noticed and Hellen was given the opportunity to experience first-rate schooling 

from Grade 9 onwards, when she was awarded a private scholarship to attend Inanda Seminary, an 

independent all-girls boarding school near Durban. 

Inanda Seminary provides a Christian educational environment with an African ethos, and has done so 

since 1869. Their motto “Shine where you are” is taken from the book of Philippians in the Bible. And 

Inanda Seminary certainly opened up a world of possibilities for Hellen to sparkle. In her new school 

environment, Hellen soon discovered that encouragement and enablement, underpinned by a culture of 

strong Christian, academic and leadership values, combined with her own hard work, changed 

everything. “I really enjoyed being at Inanda and the teachers truly care. They are always available to 

help us with extra lessons, and want us to do well.”  
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Hellen explains that her matriculation subjects were English, Zulu, Maths, Maths Paper 3, Physics, Life 

Sciences, Accounting and Life Orientation. “I hadn’t taken Zulu before, but upon joining Inanda I had to 

learn Zulu, and I passed it well. I considered myself an average student in my previous school, but at 

Inanda I was nominated Dux scholar, and realised that with hard work everything is possible.” 

Inanda Seminary believes in developing its learners holistically in leadership, life skills, technology, 

critical thinking, social development and sport. They also believe in sharing resources and learning with 

other schools. To this end, Inanda is a member of the South African Extraordinary Schools Coaltion, 

which Hellen describes as, “A group that works together to further develop the schools”. And the 

Coalition is exactly that - a community of practice - made up of “impact schools” like Inanda that 

provide access to high-quality education for learners from disadvantaged communities, and it fosters 

peer support and reciprocal exchanging of successful practices and information between members.  

When asked how she came to hear about and apply for the Moshal scholarship, Hellen explained that the 

Reverend at Inanda Seminary applied on her behalf. Hellen is one of 7 students linked to Coalition’s 

member schools that were awarded the Moshal Scholarship for 2013.  

“I knew I wanted to come to UCT, because Cape Town is such a beautiful place. I also wanted to pursue 

accountancy as it is something I have liked since grade 9. I have a passion for numbers and the business 

world. Also, when I did my job shadowing in Grade 11, I realised that accounting is my calling, and 

from that moment that I wanted to become a Chartered Accountant.” 

Unsure of whether she would get the funding and opportunity she needed to study her BComm 

Accounting at UCT, Hellen received a telephone interview in the December holidays from the Moshal 

Programme, and later heard that she’d been selected as a scholarship recipient. “I think my academic 

achievement made me stand out. I am really happy for the opportunity to grow as a person, and to 

someday help other people.” 

The 1
st
 year student says that the enormous amount of work is what has surprised her most about 

university. “There is so much work, I really have to apply myself not to fall behind, but I am doing well, 

and I have joined a programme at the university called Step Up. It assists students with adjusting to 

university life, and to meet different people. They also provide counselling if we need it. In this new 

semester, I am looking forward to studying strong and improving all my results.” 

On offering advice to matric students who are aspire to pursuing tertiary education, Hellen highlights the 

importance of time management at university: 

 “Remember that you need to manage your time wisely and that you’ll be on your own with so 

much autonomy, so a lot depends on the choices you make about how you spend your time. 

Some of the best advice I was given recently is that I need to balance university life, which 

sometimes means saying no to going out with friends, so that I can study.” 

In closing, the scholarship recipient reflects, “At Inanda Seminary, I made relationships for life, and so 

far my university journey has been fun. I am really grateful to be heading somewhere with a purpose.” 

And to keep shining where you are, Hellen! 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE GO TO HTTP://I7305.WIX.COM/SAESCOALITION OR WWW.BRIDGE.ORG.ZA 

http://i7305.wix.com/saescoalition

