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NOW IN HER FIRST YEAR OF UNIVERSITY, 

ASANDA MINI, FORMER PUPIL OF LEAP 1, 

AN IMPACT SCHOOL IN THE WESTERN CAPE 

BELONGING TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

EXTRAORDINARY SCHOOLS COALITION, AND 

RECIPIENT OF THE MOSHAL SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAMME TALKS WITH BRIDGE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Asanda Mini of Langa in Cape Town has been awarded a scholarship from the Moshal 

Program, which provides her with tuition, textbooks, and basic living expenses for the 

duration of her undergraduate degree. Asanda’s academic potential combined with her 

willingness to hard work has presented her with access to first-rate schooling, and the 

opportunity to go on to university, with a full scholarship, that will enable her to pursue 

the career of her choice. 

The Moshal Scholarship Program helps ambitious students from disadvantaged backgrounds to 

earn qualifications, and opens doors to a better life. Scholarship candidates, like Asanda, must 

be motivated to study hard and to succeed.  

Asanda, now a first year BComm Accounting student at UCT, graduated from a high school 

called LEAP 1 in 2012. Established in 2004, LEAP 1 is no ordinary school, and is also the first 

and oldest of the six LEAP Science and Maths schools countrywide. Based at a campus in 

Pinelands, it provides high-quality science and maths-focused education to learners from the 

community of Langa on the Cape Flats. LEAP learners are sourced from township-based feeder 

schools, and learners are selected for enrolment because, like Asanda, they display a potential to 

learn and a willingness to work hard.  
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BRIDGE was given the opportunity to interview Asanda Mini about the scholarship, life at 

university, and about her extraordinary high school experience. 

BRIDGE: Firstly, how did you feel about being awarded the scholarship? 

ASANDA: I feel very happy to have been chosen because I was stressing about getting financial 

assistance for my degree. My mother has been a positive influence in my life, and has sacrificed 

a lot as a single parent to raise me and my sisters, so I am really glad that the scholarship will 

cover all my university costs. 

BRIDGE: Could you talk about how you heard about and applied for the Moshal 

scholarship? And what do you think made you stand out from other scholarship 

candidates? 

ASANDA: I studied hard at school and always pushed myself. I was one of the top students, 

and I got distinctions in maths, accounting and life orientation at the end of matric. I also won a 

notebook as an ‘award’ for being the Top Maths Student. The school I attended since Grade 9 – 

LEAP Science and Maths school – helped me to apply for the scholarship, but not only that - 

being a student at LEAP 1 motivated me to want to keep on learning. Sometimes it was difficult 

because I knew a lot was expected of me academically, but that also challenged me to strive for 

my best. The facilities at LEAP Science and Maths schools are much better, and the teachers are 

highly skilled. But we didn’t only listen to the teachers talk all day, like at my previous school. 

At LEAP, we (the learners) were given the chance to participate, to talk about our challenges 

and to help each other. And it doesn’t stop at the end of matric – I am able to speak to people at 

school when I need support and help with my university studies. LEAP is like a family. 

BRIDGE: Has university been what you expected, and what has surprised you? 

ASANDA: University has been what I expected and more. The workload has been the biggest 

challenge; there is so much to get through and it’s quite tough - but I am willing to work hard to 

keep my marks up. I am especially enjoying the maths and accounting, and that is good as I am 

intrigued with becoming a Chartered Accountant. I am also enjoying meeting new people, and 

when I take time off from studying I like to meet up with friends on campus. 

BRIDGE: In closing, do you have any advice from your own experience to share with high 

school students that are hoping to go to university and be awarded a scholarship? 

ASANDA: Listen in class, study hard and be willing to put in the work … Oh, and never give 

up! 

 

Thanks Asanda, keep doing your best and enjoy the journey! 
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