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Focus group of the Maths and science learner support community of practice 

Summary of the Learner Selection and Programme Design Focus Group Meeting 

READ Educational Trust, 4 Handel Road, Ormonde, Johannesburg 

13 June 2013, 12h30-14h30 

 

Dear Community Member 

The second learner selection focus group meeting of 2013 was facilitated by Zanele Twala of Bridge 

with support from Carlene Gonzo. The community members present were: 

Institute for Balanced Living   Jenny Dry  

LEAP Science & Maths School   Noloyiso Lange  

LEAP Science & Maths School   Paul Mumba  

Siyakhula Education Foundation  Andrew Barrett 

  

An introduction to LEAP 

 

The LEAP Science and Maths Schools are part of an alternative school movement that provides high 

quality; low cost schooling to children from some of South Africa’s most disadvantaged 

communities. LEAP is a learning model that aims for excellence – particularly in mathematics, 

science and English – transforming disadvantaged young people’s lives and the communities where 

they live. 

 

LEAP provides a high quality education to students from grades 9 to 12 with the potential to learn 

and a willingness to work hard towards success in education, future employment and life. There are 

six LEAP Science and Maths Schools in Gauteng, Limpopo and the Western Cape provinces of South 

Africa.  

 

In this meeting, members of the Maths and Science Learner Support community of practice learnt 

about LEAP’s selection philosophy from Noloyiso Lange from LEAP in Alexandra and Paul Mumba of 

LEAP in Diepsloot.  

 

 

Raising awareness for existing and start up LEAP schools  

Paul explained that there are slight differences between the strategies that the established LEAP 

schools employ as opposed to those new schools use when recruiting learners.  The existing schools 

are often well known in the community so these schools can market the opportunity to study at a 

LEAP school by highlighting the unique approach to education; strategic partnerships through 

privileged partner schools and potential  feeder schools where grade 8 learners are selected for 

entry in grade 9. In LEAP schools that are just starting up learners are recruited through interactions 

at leading schools in the community and at potential feeder schools; potential students also learn 

about LEAP through specialised extra classes provided in LEAP learning centres.  
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LEAP schools are dedicated to the communities that they are located. Student recruiters join 

community meetings to introduce the schools and their work. Targeted awareness campaigns are 

conducted at leading schools in the community along with feeder schools. Pamphlets are 

distributed, school leaders share information about the LEAP schools on radio, through local 

churches and the branches of the Department of Basic Education.  

 

Selection criteria 

 

A selection test is conducted for grade 8 learners that meet a number of key requirements: 

 

 children who live in the community where the school is located;  

 learners who have attended the LEAP Learning Centre;  

 learners who will not be older than 14 in grade 9;  

 learners who are not currently attending a privileged  school; and  

 learners come from a household within a certain economic level.  

 

Students who are eventually admitted into a LEAP school must take pure mathematics and science. 

Selection testing allows the LEAP school to identify students who may not cope with these subjects 

and offer them an opportunity to stay at their current school where they may excel with a different 

subject combination.  

 

Selection testing to admission  

 

Selection Testing  

 

The first stage of learner selection is a batch of tests with four elements: 

1. A reading age test in English is used because research has shown that there is a link between 

reading level and a learner’s ability to cope with maths. LEAP requires potential learners to 

have at least a reading age of 9 years and 6 months.  

2. A numeracy competency test assists the school to assess a learner’s maths ability.  

3. A critical thinking test has recently been added to the selection test structure. LEAP is still 

reviewing this aspect of selection but believes that it is likely to hold a lot of weight in future 

processes.  

4. A review of the mother tongue is carried out by asking the learner to write a paragraph in 

their mother tongue to test their ability in that language as well.  

 

Once the tests are completed learners who score well in all the tests immediately receive a call for 

an interview. All learners who have at an English reading age of at least 9 years 6 months are called 

for interviews because LEAP works on the premise that the better their language ability the greater 

their chance of success at the school. Learners who score well for two of the three tests, but don’t 

score well in the reading test, will only be considered in exceptional circumstances.  
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Recruitment Camps  

 

The learners who are successful in the first stage move on to the second stage which is a recruitment 

camp. These camps are designed to give LEAP selectors an opportunity to assess the learners’ 

science knowledge, energy and determination, level of engagement, willingness to take 

responsibility and participate. Many of the softer skills traits are observed through the recruitment 

camp.  

 

Home based interviews  

 

This is the last stage of the process and it initiates learner admission to a LEAP School. At this point 

LEAP school educators go into the community to meet with selected learners and their parents in 

their homes. This meeting enables LEAP to begin developing a relationship with the family and 

address parents’ expectations. The two parties then sign the LEAP admissions contract which 

outlines the code of conduct, dress code protocol and the school calendar that the learner will be 

expected to adhere to.  

 

 

Objectives  

In the Maths and Science community ultimately, the goal is to collectively contribute to greater 

number of Maths and Science graduates for critical skills areas of the economy. Working with 

communities for effective practice, Bridge has the following objectives: 

 

 The contribution of the community to the whole system; 

 Creating common purpose, peer support and trust among stakeholders; 

 The maximising of resources by the community; 

 The spread of effective practice within the community and its associated stakeholders 
(horizontal integration); and 

 The vertical integration of policy and practice. 

 

Andrew Barrett runs the Siyakhula Education Foundation in Diepsloot. He used this meeting to meet 

with Paul Mumba, who leads the LEAP Science and Maths School in the same area. The two agreed 

that they would meet outside the maths and science learner support community of practice.  This is 

one instance where the community of practice has shown the presence of common purpose, peer 

support and trust among stakeholders; downstream there is a possibility of maximising resources by 

reducing duplication in the education sector in Diepsloot. One possibility the gentlemen discussed 

was using the Siyakhula Education Foundation’s programmes as an additional selection pool for LEAP 

Science and Maths school in Diepsloot.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

The Bridge Team 

July 2013  

 


