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BRIDGE’s Western Cape ECD Champion Carol Harington facilitated this CoP. She informed the 

participants from various NGO’s that this CoP is meant to be a space that is relevant and of use to 

participants. This was mentioned in light of the fact that there are many forums that involve ECD and 

members are a part of these forums. Rather than duplicating all the other forums, this CoP needs to 

avoid duplication by discussing issues that have not been touched or explored yet.  

BRIDGE’s CEO Vuyiswa Ncontsa gave the CoP an overview of BRIDGE’s work. BRIDGE is a convener of 

people within the education space with the intention to eradicate the practice of working in silos 

and duplication in the space. CoPs are meant to provide a safe space for people to learn, share 

knowledge and working practice. The most successful CoPs are those where people truly share a 

common trust and purpose. She explained that the largest CoPs that BRIDGE currently has are the 

ECD CoPs and the School Leadership, Principals Upfront dialogues.  

 

 

 

 Gang violence which is becoming problematic, this has caused crèches to close down. Communities 

really need support with this issue. 

 

 ELRU members have had meetings with rotary clubs and have informed them of the gang violence as 

it is no longer a rare occurrence – it has become normalised for children. Funders need to be made 

aware of this as psychosocial support for children is required.  

 

 Shine Literacy wants to start family literacy programmes within the schools they are currently 

present in, however this is expensive.  The problem is also that parents see reading books as a 

formal thing and not something fun. They need to understand that storytelling, rhymes etc. are the 

primary means of building literacy and creating the fun in literacy 
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 Drawing in the other 29 departments responsible for ECD especially those involved in the 

migration of ECD services from DSD to DBE 

 Fitting municipalities into the ECD space 

 Migration of DSD to DBE and DSD to DoH 

 Social Services Organisation (SSO) which are 18 organisations chosen by DSD to assist with centre 

registration 

 

 

 

The theme of discussion for the day was: “Implementation of the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 

in the 0-2 environments.” ELRU shared that the spaces for babies outside the home are the most difficult 

to ensure quality. The people who work with babies are often the worst trained, supported, paid and 

recognised. We need to ensure that they get the same messages, knowledge and practice. Resources for 

babies are very poor and often do not support the very different developmental challenges of different 

ages and stages. 

Brainstorming thoughts from CoP participants:  

 

 We need to focus on play for babies 

 Often people don’t know how to care for babies and they end up using the same daily programme as 

they use for older children  

 We need to educate the principals of ECD centres and day care centres about how to care for babies.  

 Need to focus on body image; physical development; language development; developing resources; 

understanding child development in the FTD? 

 What does responsive caregiving mean? We need to start incorporating this in taking care of babies 

 Harvard Centre for Developing Child – 5 principals of Serve and Return? 

 We need to change the attitudes of the practitioners working with baby groups 

 We need to look at the norms & standards for this age group & use this as the guide 

 We need to focus on the ‘how’ 

 We need to look at the training content and the focus it gives to the FTD? 

 Currently in the NCF – birth to 18 months is lumped together yet we know that children go through 

many different and important stages in the FTD? 

 We need to pull together all the amazing resources together that have already been developed and 

use them 

 We need to ensure that we pull in the people in the field that experience this everyday 

 Stimulation and cognitive development are areas that are badly neglected. We can use Wordworks 

for early language development; early literacy and maths; perception; body image; social and 

emotional development; physical development and the inclusion of children with special needs 

 We need to ensure that key role players are in attendance at these CoPs 

 

 

HOT ECD TOPICS 

BRAINSTORMING SESSION  
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SIDE-BY-SIDE CAMPAIGN - Svetlana Doneva 

 

SYNERGIES DRAWN BETWEEN NCF & THE SIDE-BY-SIDE CAMPAIGN 

 

Svetlana from the Side By Side Campaign spoke about the Campaign and how the sector can use 

their website and resources in addressing 0-2 year olds. She ran participants through the       

website and resources such as the New Road to Health Book App. 

 

 Resources are all on the Side- by -Side website www.sidebyside.co.za  

 At the centre of the campaign is the Road to Health booklet (RtHB), which has been redesigned 

and revised by the Child, Youth and School Health directorate within the National Department of 

Health 

 The campaign is a DOH initiative rolled out by Side- by - Side Campaign and Ilifa Labantwana 

provides technical support. It is a response by DOH in shifting their approach to child 

development – a move from just focussing on ‘survive’ to focussing on ‘thrive’.   

 Side-by-Side ties in with the Nurturing Care Frameworks 3 pillars. (1) caregiver and their 

important role in supporting their child to achieve its potential, (2) change in approach by health 

care workers to supporting mothers and families in healthy child development and (3) mobilising 

communities – to ensure good services and to demand better services.  

 Side-by-Side is about relationships between mother and child; health worker and mother; 

communities and families 

 DOH want provincial and district health departments to take up the Side -by -Side Campaign and 

implement it 

 There are guides for implementation and community mobilisation 

 The Road to Health Booklet (RtHB) is the main tool  

 There is an accompanying booklet – ‘How to Raise a Healthy and Happy Child’. It has a lot of 

information for the caregiver on child care information and is available in 11 languages 

 There are two booklets available on breastfeeding – one on ‘How to Breastfeed’ and one on 

‘Breastfeeding in the Workplace’ 

 There is a RtHB app which is free to download 

 MomConnect and NurseConnect apps are also free to download  

 There is a Facebook page which is called ‘Side -by –Side’ South Africa where people can ask 

questions that are answered by DOH officials 

 There is a radio show which is a 10-

minute drama followed by a 5-minute 

live question and answer session. The 

show is on 11 radio stations 

 Later on there will be content for 

community radio shows 

 

To view the full presentation, please click 

here. 

http://www.sidebyside.co.za/
http://www.bridge.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/S-by-S-June-11.pdf
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UPDATES AND EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS BY COP PARTICIPANTS  

 ELRU attended an ECD conference on the West Coast. This went well and it was a good 

space to be in to get a sense of the sector. There was also a lot of positive spin off from this. 

 

 SACECD is becoming more proactive. A letter to the president has been drafted and it 

includes all challenges  

 

 There is a new collective forum called National Association of Social Entities in Education 

(NASCEE). The association is poised to assist non-profit organisations in networking and 

communication, accessing funders and government, internal capacity development and 

ensuring high standards of practice and delivery in the education space. This is separate to 

BRIDGE, however BRIDGE forms part of it.   

 

 Inclusive Education has a new director, Peter Barendse. The head office is now in Cape Town 

again and there is an upcoming AGM and symposium for parents. They feel that a CoP for 

parents is needed, especially children with special needs.  

 

 Things happen in ECD centres that should not be happening and we get to witness them 

because we are not there to assess any regulatory or compliance issues. So the centres are 

relaxed, we never know who to report to. We need to understand the whole process of 

registration better; this is a whole CoP on its own and should not duplicate the SSO forum.  

 

 Update on the NECDA AGM: Bookdash was at the meeting and provided an opportunity for 

providers to get involved and purchase some books. The Do More Foundation also 

presented on their programme of creating low-cost materials. The DSD/UNICEF Parenting 

Programme was also showcased through a number of providers who were pilot partners.  

 

 UNICEF and DBE put out a call for a drafting of guidelines for 0-4 years. 17 Members of 

NECDA came together to find a standard on how to implement NCF 0-4 years. This resulted 

in a hackathon where 30 people are actively looking to find solutions for implementation of 

0-4 years. All organisations agreed that 0-2 years are struggling with the implementation and 

a guideline for this group.  
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NEXT MEETING  

22 August 2019 

Topic: Continuation of Implementation of NCF for 0-2 years 

Please do invite other stakeholders to join that may benefit from this Community of Practice. 

 

MEETING PARTICIPANTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Name: Organisation: 

Ashleen Marcus Inclusive Education 

Bernie Dawood ELRU 

Carol Harington ELRU 

Chery Abrahams Learning in Reach 

Cindy Olivier Inclusive Education 

Gill Naeser ECD specialist 

Kauthar Jacobs BRIDGE 

Leanne Jacky Price Learning in Reach 

Leigh Morrison True North 

Liesl Worship Pebbles 

Lisa Voortman GROW 

Melissa Jacobs SACECD 

Pam Picken DMF 

Svetlana Doneva Ilifa Labantwana 

Thandeka Rantsi BRIDGE 

Vuyelwa Mbalekwa Shine Literacy 

Vuyiswa Ncontsa BRIDGE 


