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CONTENT
01 SETTING THE SCENE
The Sustainable Development Goals are a 

collection of 17 global goals set by the United 

Nations General Assembly in 2015 for the year 

2030. The goals are the blueprint to achieve a 

better and more sustainable future for all. An 

integral part of the goals is achieving 

inclusive and quality education for all. This 

goal reaffirms the belief that education is one 

of the most powerful and proven vehicles for 

sustainable development. This goal ensures 

that all girls and boys complete free primary 

and secondary schooling by 2030. It also aims 

to provide equal access to affordable 

vocational training, to eliminate gender and 

wealth disparities, and achieve universal 

access to a quality higher education. In light 

of these goals, the most recent Teacher 

Development Community of Practice (TD 

CoP) began by asking participants to share 

their vision and objectives for 2025. Some of 

the comments shared by group members 

included: (i) To see whole school 

development implemented across the 

provinces; (ii) To empower learners learn to 

be more creative; (iii) To see more inclusive 

education efforts as it relates to special needs 

learners sitting for Matric exams. 

05 GOING FORWARD IN 
2019 AND CHECKOUT  



02 SECTION 27 PRESENTATION: ACHIEVING THE 
RIGHT TO BASIC EDUCATION
Following on from the check in , SECTION27 attorney Samantha Brener 

presented on her organisation 's activism and work in ensuring the right 

to education is realised for all South African learners . One of 

SECTION27 ′s priority areas is the right to basic education guaranteed by 

section 29 of the Constitution . The organisation 's work in this area 

includes research , litigation and advocacy directed towards securing 

vital resources such as textbooks and public school funding , and 

achieving safe and positive education environments conducive to 

effective learning and teaching . They have a particular focus on the 

prevention of sexual violence and corporal punishment , the provision of 

safe and hygienic sanitation facilities , the provision of learner teacher 

support materials , furniture and sufficient classrooms , and the timeous 

payment of sufficient public school funds . 

Samantha highlighted 

SECTION27 's sanitation 

campaign , a part of which 

centres around Michael 

Komape – a 5 year old boy who 

died in 2014 when he fell into a 

dilapidated pit toilet at his 

school . The young boy was 

discovered , drowned in 

excrement and other waste , by 

his mother . SECTION27 is 

working closely with the 

Komape family in pursuing a 

damages claim . The incident 

remains a horrific reminder of 

state failure as it relates to 

public sanitation , and the 

desperate need to eradicate pit 

toilets at schools . 



03 PRESENTATION: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS  
After Samantha 's presentation , CoP members were invited to ask 

questions and make comments related to the presentation . Some of 

the key points of discussion are noted below :

In early 2018 President Cyril Ramaphosa launched a new Sanitation 

Appropriate for Education (SAFE) Initiative between the government 

and private sector , which aimed to fast-track the eradication of pit 

toilets in the country ’s schools . To date , there has been 

no information on the progress of this programme . 

The province needs to find solutions to the sanitation issue , but 

there is also the problem of funding . If there is a court order that 

requires that 4000 port-a-loos should be provided , government 

needs to make sufficient provision for it in the national budget . 

What may be a more sustainable approach is to develop and propose 

a detailed plan that can be followed by government at the provincial 

level .

Many of us are not aware of what the cost of sanitation provision is . 

In some areas of South Africa , municipalities don ’t have any 

immediate plans to run sewage lines as those areas are not densely 

populated . The issue of sanitation is considerable and complicated . 

The maintenance cost alone is huge – "it isn 't a matter of just 

connecting to a tap nearby or pipes in the vicinity ."  

To access Samantha 's presentation , click here .

http://bit.ly/2UK9BfC


04 GROUP DISCUSSION: SYSTEMIC PROBLEMS THAT 
SLOW DOWN PROGRESS IN OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM  

Following on from the questions and comments portion , members 

were divided into smaller groups and asked to identify and discuss 

some of the systemic problems facing our education system . The 

groups were organised thematically as follows : (i) Lack of furniture and 

other resources in the classroom ; (ii) Lack of discipline in schools ; 

(iii) Learners who can 't read . The groups were asked to discuss the 

impact of the aforementioned topics on teaching and learning , and 

possible solutions to these issues . Some key points from the 

discussions are captured in the table below : 



05 GOING FORWARD IN 2019 AND CHECKOUT 
The CoP came to a close with a check-out process during which 

members were asked to consider what they would take forward in 

their own contexts in 2019 . Some of these points included : building on 

some of the themes discussed at the CoP , a focus on restorative 

discipline , and considering how we might empower learners to 

stimulate their creative intelligence . 

 




