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Setting the scene  

The BRIDGE ECD Community of Practice (CoP) provides a platform for sharing, networking and 

collaboration between diverse stakeholders working in the ECD sector. The meeting began with 

introductions and a check-in process by meeting participants.  

 

 

 

The meeting’s facilitator, Zarina Khan, reflected on some of the features of the CoP. People come not 

only to gain knowledge from others, but also to share their own knowledge. We like to emphasise the 

point that the CoP is not just a BRIDGE space, but belongs to all CoP members. Participants must feel 

free to share with their own constituencies. The CoP is also about networking and partnerships – 

together we achieve more than when we act as individuals.  Collective thinking also helps us with 

systemic thinking; in conversation with others the system is illuminated. 

 

Back to basics with Six Bricks 

Duncan Beaton, from Care for Education, presented on the learning 

opportunities using Six Bricks. Six Bricks are powerful education tools which 

are being used by a number of organisations and ECD providers worldwide. 

The blocks should become a familiar piece of ‘stationery’ for kids, as they assist 

with numerous developmental exercises.  When learning is made fun, learning 

is retained. 

Key themes:   
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‘’We are here for hope; we are facing many challenges but partnerships can be built 

on hope’’ 

 

 
Learning 

through play  
Learning 
through 

sensory input 
 

Learning 
through 

teamwork 

 
Learning 
through 

visualisation 
 

Learning 
through 

association 



 
 

2 
 

Interactive activities (1):  

1. Sensory input – feeling the 2 bricks with our eyes closed took us through different perceptions in 

our hands and ‘woke us up’. This can be used to put kids in a state of readiness to learn. It is a 

concrete manipulative tool for kids.  

2. Memory session – replicate 3 bricks in the right colour order after seeing them very briefly. Note 

that no one waited for the instruction ‘Begin’. Teachers can also use these activities to work with 

kids with instructions. Ways of memorising:  

a. Verbalise – but this is very short term  

b. Associations – this is retained longer (Example 1: yellow = sun; blue = sea; red = sunset; 

Example 2: traffic light colours). If kids get used to using memory strategies like these it 

will help them all the way through their schooling.  

Commentary on the activities:  

● Note that when activities are completed kids can hold up their bricks, and they can see if they 

got it right or wrong without this being pointed out.  

● Brick activities can also be diagnostic: for example, if the shape building activity has been done 

correctly but the sequence is wrong, it may indicate problems with dyslexia.  

● A teacher in Denmark has shown how 6 bricks can help with memory. Her class remembers the 

order of colours with 6 of the bricks two hours after being shown the combination only briefly, 

because they have learned to practise memory associations.  

 

Interactive activities (2):  

1. Blind build: working in pairs, one partner builds a 

shape with three blocks while the other keeps eyes 

closed, then the second person has to replicate 

shape through touch. 

2. Back-to-back build: working in pairs, one partner 

builds a shape with three blocks, then gives verbal 

instructions to the other partner to replicate the 

build. 

Commentary on the activities:  

● Activity 1 is very tactile but also involves counting; it is short and quick, so that teachers and 

kids want to do it.   

● Activity 2 is in fact a communication exercise in which kids have to learn speaking and 

listening skills. If you don’t have a common language (e.g. angles, which direction are you 

pointing the brick, lengthways, sideways, portrait, landscape etc) you will not be able to 

reproduce the same shape using the same relationships between the bricks.   

● Interestingly, a cube of bricks ‘at rest’ can belong to anyone, and kids tend to swap them 

around.  

● The general view on the activities was that they were fun and refreshing as well as 

instructional. It was noted that these types of activities could be used for team building 

exercises with adults as well.   

 

 More information can be found at www.carefored.co.za, which also has information 

on the application process and criteria for free supplies and training.  
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Market Place Session  

This session ran in the form of a ‘flea market’ wherein participants were given the opportunity to move 

around the room and visit various stalls. The stalls focused on the following sessions: (1) activities for 

living with barriers; (2) registration booth for online PLAY programme; and (3) presentation on Tools 

for Schools.  

Activities for Living and Learning with Barriers 

CoP participants took part in simulated experiences of living and learning with barriers, thanks to 

innovative props provided by Anushka Mouton (Occupational Therapist from PIFF). The aim of the 

exercise was for participants to ‘live’ various forms of physical or sensory deprivation, or the lack of 

visual or motor integration in order to increase their understanding of the hardships that children with 

disabilities undergo when trying to learn with physical and perceptual difficulties - “To feel how it feels 

not to be able to do whatever you want to do.” 

Participants experienced the following:  

● Attempting to trace patterns with constrained arms  

● Moving around the room with their legs tied together 

● Threading a needle while wearing an eye patch 

● Muffling hearing, then listening to and repeating a story  

● Wearing gloves picking up tiny individual beads  

● Wearing oven mitts while throwing and catching a ball. 

● Telling a story while wearing a gag  

● Moving around with glasses that blurred vision.  

 

Anushka noted that kids with such barriers feel a loss of security, and part of her job is to find 

solutions and coping mechanisms so that they can deal with the world.  

 

 

 

Registration Booth for Online PLAY Programme 

‘’There is no such thing as bad behaviour – such 

behaviour comes from something which is a barrier’’ 

(Anushka Mouton, PIFF) 

Click here for the presentation on an 

introduction to barriers to learning 

http://www.bridge.org.za/knowledgehub/introduction-barriers-learning-presentation/
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Presentation on Tools for Schools 

Andrea Sciarappa shared her Tools for Schools website that provides helpful tools and resources for 

running an ECD Centre. The website stores editable guidelines that cover all key components of an 

ECD Centre, including compliance/consent forms, enrolment, discipline, safety & health, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update on ECD CoP Reference Group 

The role of the Reference Group is to assist in shaping the work of the CoP, and growing and building 

it going forward. Reference group members reflect on previous meetings, and plan for future 

meetings; the purpose is to steer the community forward based on the community’s own ideas. It is 

also vital that the Reference Group makes sure that key issues for the sector get taken up in CoP 

meetings.  

One of the members of the Reference Group, Sophia de Beer, presented an update on some of the 

burning issues that were recently discussed by the ECD CoP Reference Group. These include: 

● Feedback on last COP meeting re ECD Centre Registration 

● Training providers to register with DHET. (NECDA have formed a task team to look into 

this issue. They have produced a one-page synthesized document outlining key points 

relating to this decision. NECDA has kindly shared this document with BRIDGE, and it is 

available on request from kaley@bridge.org.za)  

● South African Council for Social Service Professions (SACSSP), to accommodate ECD 

practitioners (NECDA have also produced a synthesized document outlining the context 

and proposed next steps. This is also available from Kaley)  

● Submission re Occupational Qualification at NQF Level 4 

● Topics for ECD COP 2018 

Sophia also advised new members to go onto the BRIDGE website and look at meeting highlights in 

order to get a sense of the community’s journey.  

 

 

Access the Tools for Schools website 

here. 

Click here for the presentation. 

 

Click here to find the presentation.  

mailto:kaley@bridge.org.za
https://toolsforschool.net/
http://www.bridge.org.za/knowledgehub/tools-schools-presentation/
http://www.bridge.org.za/knowledgehub/update-ecd-cop-reference-group-presentation/
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The CoP needs to maintain a balance between engaging on policy and practice issues. The CoP 

doesn’t tackle issues that other networks are already addressing. We do not want to duplicate 

efforts, but to feed into existing advocacy processes by collaborating with other key national 

networks.  

 

Update on ECD Inter-Sectoral Forum meeting 

Rex Molefe and Sheila Drew represent the ECD CoP on the Forum. Sheila extended their apologies as 

they were both unable to attend the last Forum meeting on 19 October 2017.  

The Inter-sectoral Forum arose from a DSD Conference held in 2013 where it was decided that civil 

society and government should come together twice a year in a Forum to discuss pertinent ECD-

related issues. The Forum is now a policy declaration and is led by DSD. The national Inter-

Departmental Committee for ECD brings together all the government departments responsible for 

ECD. The Forum provides the platform for representatives of national and provincial networks to 

represent civil society in the Forum. In order to try to make the Forum less of a talk shop and more 

action orientated, members of the Forum have formed sub-groups including a policy group, funding 

group, M&E group, registration and infrastructure group and a communications group. There is also a 

group giving input into the Children’s Act so that it is better aligned with the ECD policy. 

Sheila noted that it can be hard to engage with the Forum, but there has been some progress. One 

challenge has been agreeing on the number of civil society representatives permitted to participate, 

which at times has resulted in civil society’s presence not being very strong in Forum meetings. This is 

also partly due to no funding allocation for people to attend meetings. One of the strategies proposed 

is to strengthen engagement via provincial structures so that it is easier for people to be represented, 

and for more meaningful feedback loops. However, the civil society voice has managed to put a 

number of important issues on the agenda and the Forum has helped in some ways to engage more 

productively with government.  

The move of ECD from DSD to DBE is confirmed. We need to better understand the implications of 

this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key takeaway: How can we more usefully and proactively take up some of the sectoral issues? Is 

it viable for the CoP to form one response when it is represented by a wide range of ECD 

stakeholders and there is no formal membership? How do we more effectively work with other 

national networks to feed into each other’s processes in order not to duplicate?  

It is not always possible for the CoP to give input, but we need to create opportunities for 

discussion and debate so that we hear each other’s opinions. 
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ECD CoP Reflection Activity: 

The meeting concluded with a reflection activity where CoP participants worked in groups to visually 

demonstrate and map the CoP’s key topics, presentations, knowledge products, working groups and 

activities over the last 3 years. Participants enjoyed the opportunity to think through the ‘journey 

travelled’ so far, as it reminded people of what the CoP has achieved, and the wide range of ECD 

knowledge available on the BRIDGE Knowledge Hub.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

7 
 

Meeting participants:  

Name & surname: Organisation: 
Andrea Sciarappa Tools for School 

 

Andrew Chinembiri Katia Day Care Centre 
 

Andries du Plessis University of Mpumalanga 
 

Anuschka Mouton PIFF 
 

Ayanda Sithole Cotlands 
 

Beulah van Staden FNB 
 

Cindy Williams Little People PreSchool 
 

Damaria Ndlovu 
 

funda afrika 

Debbie McCrystal Refilwe Community Practice 
 

Deirdre Caulwell ASHA Trust 
 

Duncan Beaton Care for Education 
 

Estelle Greyling ISFAP 
 

Gerald Nelson Kidscloud 
 

Giuliana Bland Oppenheimer Memorial Trust / Jim Joel Fund 

Jade Pieterse 
 

BRIDGE 
 

Jeni Calvert-Evers Teachers Learning Centre 
 

Kaley Le Mottee BRIDGE 
 

Leticia Ingle Penreach 
 

Mafemani Samuel CHAUKE His will school 
 

Margaret Roper  Khulisa Managemnet Services 
 

Mariette Basson Eduxcell 
 

Melissa King BRIDGE 
 

Modupi Mazibuko LesediEducare Association 
 

Mxolisi Makwendini Motheo Training Institute Trust 
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Natalie Gröss South African Montessori Association 

Nzali Jordan  IESA 

Poonam Dwarkaram Penreach 
 

Portia Daniso  
 

Nal’ibali 

Randy Mbuso funda afrika 
 

Sandy Burmeister Teachers Learning Centre 
 

Sheila Drew Saide 
 

Sibongile Molefe Rising Star ECD Centre 
 

Sophia De Beer   
 

Sune Nelson Kidscloud 
 

Theresa Tigere HUMANA PEOPLE TO PEOPLE IN SA 

Thulile Makofane Penreach 

Yvonne Maseko READ 
 

Zarina Khan Facilitator  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


