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DHET MANDATE

• Strengthen the capacity and capability of the 
teacher education system to produce and 
develop sufficient teachers to meet the needs 
of all education sub-sectors.

• Strengthen the capability of the teacher 
education system through ongoing policy 
development, support for policy 
implementation and monitoring. 



Focus is on-
( Buffalo City Declaration of 2012)

• Transformation

• Professionalization

• Standardisation

• Accreditation

• Improving training

• Promoting Basic Conditions of Employment

• Part of the wider system



Professionalization defined?

Norms and 
Standard

• Seven Roles of a 
Teacher and 
Competences

SACE

• Code of Professional Ethics

MRTEQ

• Basic competences of a 
beginner teacher

NDP (2011)
• subject matter knowledge and 

pedagogical content knowledge



A five year partnership between the
EU and DHET which aims to
strengthen initial teacher education.

• Research findings on the poor quality of initial and in-service 

teachers 

• Public opinion which keeps reminding us that we are not 

producing quality teachers - perceptions which we must 

acknowledge.

• MRTEQ and the Norms and Standards which recommends 

that knowledge and practice standards be developed.

• ISPFTED and NDP which makes recommendations about 

teacher’s pedagogic and content knowledge and the need for 

teacher professionalism and accountability.
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What does the policy do?

• Puts in place a set of HEQSF qualifications for 
ECD educators who are delivering or assisting 
in delivering ECD programmes.

• Describes a knowledge mix that is appropriate 
for the programmes leading to the different 
ECD qualifications aligned to the purpose of 
the programme and qualification; and

• Sets minimum credit values for learning 
programmes leading to qualifications in terms 
of the knowledge mix and different levels.



What does the policy do?

• Describes minimum admission requirements 
for entry into the selected qualifications.

• Describes how the new qualifications 
articulate with historical and current 
qualifications.





What are the requirements for programme 
development for ECCE teacher education?

Programme must be designed in accordance with the 
minimum requirements for the qualification, as set out 
in this policy document. The policy document 
describes:

• The knowledge mix that is appropriate for the programmes 
leading to the different ECD qualifications aligned to the 
purpose of the programme and qualification; and

• The credit values for learning programmes leading to 
qualifications in terms of the knowledge mix and different 
levels.

• The minimum admission requirements for entry into the 
selected qualifications.



• The minimum set of competences required of 
professionally qualified ECD educators.

• Describes the requirements for WIL



Way Forward

• Articulation Workshop -September 

• Target will be the universities that are 
developing diploma and degree.

• Discussion to focus on articulation between 
these two programmes.

• To gain shared understanding and available  
choices. 

• Extend invitation to TVETs , ETDPSETA and 
RTOs that are interested in qualification 
development.



Quote- Minister of Basic Education

“As Government, we are taking a lead in 
ensuring that there is universal coverage with 
regard to the Early Childhood Development 
sector.  We have done this through the 
appropriate policies and strategies”



Quote- cont

“The 5th ANC National Policy Conference has 
recommended that ECD, as a line function, should be 
moved from the Department of Social Development to 
the Department Basic Education.  This is in line with the 
earlier resolution to reinvigorate the whole basic 
education sector to reposition it as a leader in 
addressing the triple challenges facing the country.  
Basic Education is recognised worldwide as an integral 

part in unlocking long-term economic growth and 
progress”



THANK YOU


