
    

Meeting Highlights – Western Cape Teaching and 

Learning CoP  

30th August 2017  

Leap School, St Francis Campus, Langa, Cape Town  

 

Represented organisations; SAEP, Ort SA, Global Teachers Institute, Leap School, Bridge, LEAP 

The Elements of Quality Teaching & Learning Document was reviewed by the group. The ideas that 

particularly resonated were:  

Elements of Quality:  

 The importance of learners and teachers co-creating 

 Moving from known to unknown; 50 % of planning a session should be engaging the learner at 

their entry point.  

Implications for Practice: 

 Learning happens when learners feel safe, cared for and loved.  

 Learners learn easily in conversation and in explaining themselves – personal reflection and 

engagement.  

 Teachers teach the way they were taught.  

 Creating a teaching and learning environment relies on trust and creating a space of non- 

judgement, that normalizes mistake-making.  

 Subtle variations on a common theme teach a common thread.  

 Trusting and empowering teacher-learner relationships (and relationships with management, 

school community, and district) are essential.  

 The development of metacognition is an important aspect of learning.  

Resources/Articles suggested:  

 Vygotsky’s scaffolding  

 Dr James Comer; Comer School Development Program is based on the premise that in order 

to help children from disadvantaged backgrounds to succeed academically, teachers first have 

to help students thrive socially and developmentally. 

 Jo Boaler – YouCubed – Online maths resource.  

 Paolo Freire – unlearning 

 Bryan Brown - Science Teaching. Stanford university.  

 Mickinsey study on ‘How the Best Performing School Systems Come Out On Top’  

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/proflearn/Pages/velszopds56.aspx
http://medicine.yale.edu/childstudy/comer/
https://www.youcubed.org/
http://www.freire.org/paulo-freire/
https://ed.stanford.edu/faculty/brbrown
http://www.smhc-cpre.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/how-the-worlds-best-performing-school-systems-come-out-on-top-sept-072.pdf


Next Steps: 
 

1) The group discussed the way forward. Certain members agreed to participate in a working 

group and took on various roles in refining the piece of work prior to its finalisation: Susan, John, 

Zonke, Marietjie (final edit).  

2) Approach head of Stellenbosch University education faculty for input.  

3) Invite uni speakers, give them site of the doc few days before. Invite to participate,not comment 

on. 

4) Get School Development Unit and teachers in the room for the next CoP between 15-17th 

October. 

 

 

  



 


