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Sparking children's potential through 

storytelling and reading 



 

 

Who are we? 

Nal’ibali (“Here’s the story” in 

isiXhosa)  

is a national reading-for-enjoyment 

campaign aimed at sparking 

children’s potential through 

storytelling and reading. 

 Launched in 2012 by The Project for the Study of Alternative 

Education (PRAESA) in South Africa in collaboration with the DG 

Murray Trust. 



• Most children in SA have to learn in a language 

they don’t yet understand – and that teachers do 

not know well 

• Most children have to learn to read without ever 

having cuddled up to hear a story in the arms of  

someone who loves them 

• Most schools do not have a library and when they 

do, these are barely equipped 

• There is very little written South African children’s 

literature in African languages 

• Grade 3 learners performed at an average of  35% 

in literacy and 28% in numeracy in a recent 

national study 

The literacy crisis in South Africa 

“58% of grade 4 learners cannot read for 

meaning,  

while 29% are completely illiterate”  

– Spall, N (2016) Learning to read and reading 

to learn. Policy brief. 



DO WE  

DO THIS? 

HOW 

What do we do? 
1. 

Produce, source and 

share great children’s 

stories in all South 

African languages 

WHAT 
WE DO? 

We help create the 

conditions for a 

culture of reading to 

flourish 

WE DO THIS? 

WHY 

Because a well-

established culture of 

reading will be a real 

game changer for 

education in South 

Africa 

2. 

High-powered, 

mutlimedia campaign 

which creates national 

awareness between the 

link between R4E and 

educational 

achievement 

3. 

Help initiate, support 

and sustain reading 

clubs as a powerful 

way to promote 

literacy 

4. 

Offer training, tips, 

advice and support to 

everyday literacy 

activists, caregivers 

and partners on how to 

make books and 

stories alive to children 



Reading for 

enjoyment 



Our strategy? 

Writing for REAL 

reasons… 

 



PLAY 
  Play central to reading and writing 

 



 
 

READING 

ATTAINMENT 

Self  selecting 

Choice 

Habit formation 

More reading 

Better 

knowledge of  

language and 

stories 

Interest 

Excitement 

Imagination 

Inspiration 

Storytelling and 

reading 

Why reading for enjoyment? 

READING  

BEHAVIOUR 

READING 

ATTITUDES 

READING FOR 

ENJOYMENT 
Children read 

by choice! 



• A ‘Culture of  Literacy’ refers  to the regular uses of  reading and writing for 

various reasons that people have as they go about their daily lives. 

• People read and write when they have good reasons to do so. 

• A good reason is always one where the person who is doing the reading or 

writing achieves something personally meaningful. 

 

•  Enabling culture of  reading 



• It’s a relaxed environment. Nobody is forced to 

come. It’s something you choose to do 

• It’s a place where people meet regularly to read 

& tell stories with children 

• They also do other fun activities related to 

stories and books, like paired reading, drama 

• Anyone can be involved: toddlers, children, 

teens, grandparents, volunteers, caregivers 

• Some clubs are big with up to 50 children; others 

are smaller, where adults host small reading 

groups with 5-6 children 

• What is a Reading Club? 



 

 





• An informally structured approach to get young children 

off  to a good start with their language  and literacy 

development 

 

• It stimulates them to explore reading and writing when it 

is done regularly 

 

•  and Story-Play  

 



• Hear lots of  stories, told and read by adults 

 

• Play with the stories they hear and the ones they make up 

 

• Tell stories, pretend to read and pretend to write 

 

• Grow as thinkers and language users 

 

• It gives children chances to: 



• The focus is on children aged 3-6 

• But toddlers and older children benefit too – it can be adapted 

to children of   different ages needs. 

 

• Who is it for?  

 



• Daily: Pretend -  play, dress up, read what you’ve written 

 

Make marks and USE reading and 
writing as you play 



• Daily: explore, get to know books 

 



 

 

 



  

 

With our partners, we aim to put the power of 
stories to work across South Africa   
 



Thank you! 


