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Leadership in Education Podcast 
Overcoming corruption in our schools 

Ronald Menoe of Corruption Watch discusses issues of corruption in schools and 

methods of tackling corruption with Adriaan and Louis Groenewald of the Leadership 

Platform and Barbara Dale-Jones of BRIDGE (2016-05-16). 

Some ideas to think about … 

 What does integrity leadership mean to me in my situation?  

 Have I had to deal with any really difficult issues relating to unprofessional and 

unacceptable practices?  What were they and how did I resolve them? 

 What practical steps can principals take to combat corruption in their schools?  What 

support do principals need to bring about changes and how should it be provided? 
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Context of the discussion: 
 Corruption Watch is an NGO which exposes and fights corruption. It 

depends on the public to report instances of corruption, and receives 
many reports about corruption in schools. 

 It has investigated some cases to verify allegations and gone through an 
extensive process of understanding the facts and realities. 

 It has identified trends and hotspots in particular provinces and given 
the DBE its findings and recommendations on curbing corruption. 

Ronald Menoe with Barbara Dale-Jones 

Reporting corruption: Get advice on how to report corruption and deal with possible victimisation from 
Corruption Watch or organisations like ODAC (Open Democracy Advice Centre) Contact  0800 023 0456 (Call centre/ 
WhatsApp/ Please-call-me)  or www.corruption watch.org.za  Reporting can be anonymous  If you leave your 
contact details so Corruption Watch can contact you, your information will not be made public.   
 

What can we do to prevent corruption in schools?  
 Strengthen and empower SGBs: Provide toolkits and educate members on their roles and responsibilities; support 

SGBs that do not have all the necessary skills; include parents as they have the interests of learners at heart.  

 Encourage parental awareness and involvement: e.g. checking that food given to learners complies with policy.  

 Open criminal cases against perpetrators; stop them simply moving to other provinces and doing the same thing.  

 Support principals to act with integrity and engage parents and the community.   

 Protect whistle blowers and give them feedback on developments.  

 Apply the basic, universal principles of financial management.  

 

Examples of corruption reported to Corruption Watch: 
 Theft of school funds, financial mismanagement, manipulation/ sale of appointments and promotions, nepotism 

in awarding tenders, manipulation of marks, theft of food from the National School Nutrition Programme.  

 

 

 

 

“It is vital for principals to lead integrity management in their schools. 
Corrupt practices are not only about money – there are many other 
kinds of unprofessional and unacceptable practices that impact 
negatively on learners.”  Barbara Dale-Jones 

 False reporting, e.g. by people holding grudges.   

 Victimisation of teachers reporting corruption – or of learners when parents report corruption. 

 The issue is now out in the open; Corruption Watch provides an alternative platform for reporting. 

“We need to acknowledge and celebrate 

those school principals and SGBs that are 

doing excellent work.”  Ronald Menoe 
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